THIS IS NOT A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Public Notice

gfsE‘:\;TXegl?srps Public Notice No. Date
" CENAP-OP-R-2011-634-35 i
Philadelphia District NAP-O® FEB 012013

" Application No. File No.
Wanamaker Building
100 Penn Square East CENAP-OP-R-2011-634-35
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 In Reply Refer to:
ATTN: CENAP-OP-R REGULATORY BRANCH

This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 404 Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and recommendations from the public
concerning issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the work described below.

APPLICANT: New Jersey Turnpike Authority
PO Box 5042, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-5042
Attn.: Mr. Richard J. Racyznski, Chief Engineer

AGENT: Amy S. Greene Environmental Consultants
4 Walter E. Foran Blvd
Suite 209
Flemington, New Jersey 08822

WATERWAY: Great Egg Harbor Bay and Drag Channel

LOCATION: City of Somers Point and Egg Harbor Township, Atlantic County, NJ and
Upper Township, Cape May County, NJ

ACTIVITY: The New Jersey Turnpike Authority (NJTA) has requested a Department of the
Army authorization to perform regulated work in waters of the United States to replace the

~ existing southbound bridges carrying the Garden State Parkway (GSP) southbound over the
Great Egg Harbor Bay (Bridge No. 28.0S) and Drag Channel (Bridge No. 28.5S). The project
area is located in the City of Somers Point and Township of Egg Harbor, Atlantic County and the
Township of Upper, Cape May County.

The GSP southbound bridge over the Great Egg Harbor Bay spans a navigable waterway. As
such, the bridge is within the jurisdiction of the United States Coast Guard (USCG). In
correspondence dated December 7, 2010, the USCG agreed to act as the lead federal agency for
the proposed project. The activities proposed for construction of the preferred alternative are not
expected to result in any significant adverse environmental impacts as described in the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969. A Categorical Exclusion document has been prepared and is
currently undergoing review by the USCG for determination that the proposed project is
categorically excluded from further environmental documentation.
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The NJTA is proposing to replace the existing southbound bridges carrying the GSP over the
Great Egg Harbor Bay (Bridge No. 28.0S) and Drag Channel (Bridge No. 28.5S). The purpose
of this project is to eliminate structural deficiency, address substandard geometry, and to
maintain coastal evacuation capabilities of the structures. In addition to replacing the southbound
causeway, the project includes the construction of a 10-feet wide multi-use pathway along the
entirety of the causeway.

Replacement of the Southbound Causeway

The project proposes to replace the existing southbound causeway to the west. The new bridges
will have widened structures, essentially replicating the road and bridge(s) facility as they exist
today, but to the west. A precast concrete multi-girder superstructure is proposed. After
widening the southbound roadway from the Great Egg toll plaza, a new structure would span
Drag Channel touching down on Drag Island. A new southbound roadway on embankment at
approximately the same grade as the existing southbound GSP roadway on Drag Island will be
constructed. Disturbance to the adjacent wetlands will be minimized by utilizing retaining walls
on Drag Island and optimizing span lengths. A new structure will span the Great Egg Harbor
Bay rising up from Drag Island to provide required vertical clearance over the navigation
channel as well as providing adequate vertical clearance at Harbor Road before touching down at
grade and rejoining the southbound GSP in Upper Township.

In order to satisfy the increased coastal evacuation needs resulting from the closure of the
Beesley’s Point Bridge, address the substandard geometry of the currently existing southbound
GSP, and to provide for the future rehabilitation of the northbound GSP structures, the new
southbound roadway will be constructed with lane and shoulder widths that can safely
accommodate both northbound and southbound traffic in the event that the northbound structure
is temporarily closed or an additional lane is required during a coastal evacuation scenario.

Multi-use Path over Great Egg Harbor Bay and Drag Channel

As part of the proposed project, a multi-use path will be constructed along the entire length of the
causeway providing pedestrian and bicycle access to Drag Island and connecting Upper
Township with Somers Point. To meet the AASHTO Draft Guide for Planning, Designing and
operation of Bicycle Facilities for two-directional shared use paths, the path will be a minimum
of 10-feet wide. Construction of a physical barrier is recommended to separate the vehicular
traffic from the multi-use path. Access to the multi-use path from Somers Point will be provided
via US Route 9. As currently proposed, a portion of the existing US Route 9 footprint will be
redeveloped for use as a parking area. Access from Upper Township will be provided from
Harbor Road. It is anticipated that an existing unpaved parking lot for the municipal owned Mad
Beach recreational area can be utilized for the multi-use path.

Based on current design, the proposed project will permanently impact approximately 2.15 acres
of tidal wetlands associated with the construction of the causeway and new bridge construction
and 0.77 acres of open water associated with the discharge of fill material related to pouring of
concrete associated with pier cap construction. Temporary impacts to open waters and wetlands
is approximately 2.75 acres of wetlands associated with construction access. All temporary
impact areas will be restored to their previous condition.
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To mitigate for these impacts, the NJTA is proposing a mitigation site, known as the Old Turtle
Thorofare (OTT) property, which is former railroad right of way and is located on a portion of
the 16.80 acre parcel composed of Block 7.02 Lot 6 and Block 7.03 Lot 1, in Middle Township,
Cape May County, New Jersey. The site consists of fill from a former railroad bed with utility
transmission lines maintained by Atlantic City Electric north and south of the property. The
mitigation proposal for this property includes wetland restoration, wetland enhancement, and
upland enhancement and will provide for 3.99 acres of mitigation credits to compensate for the
proposed 2.15 acres of permanent wetland impact. A portion of the OTT site is being utilized for
mitigation associated with CENAP-OP-R-2009-1335, which is the NJTA GSP 9-11 project.

PURPOSE: The overall purpose of the project is to eliminate structural deficiency and
substandard geometry of the structures carrying the GSP Southbound over the GEHB and Drag
Channel while maintaining coastal evacuation needs and multi-modal travel across GEHB
between Atlantic and Cape May Counties.

ECOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Endangered Species Act 4

NJTA, on behalf of USCG, has coordinated with both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regarding Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act. Threatened and endangered species under NMFS jurisdiction including sea turtles
and Atlantic sturgeon may be present within the project limits. Section 7 consultation with
NMFS regarding conservation recommendations and timing restrictions for these species is
ongoing.

The USFWS website was reviewed to identify the potential presence of Federally-listed
Threatened or Endangered species within the project area. According to the municipality list
provided on the USFWS website, the City of Somers Point has an historic occurrence of the
Federally-threatened piping plover (Charadrius melodus). The municipality of Upper Township
is listed as having known historic population(s) of the Federally-threatened bog turtle (Clemmys
muhlenbergii); extant population(s) of piping plover, and the Federally-threatened plants swamp
pink (Helonias bullata) and seabeach amaranth (Amaranthus pumilis); as well as potential
populations of the Federally-threatened plant Knieskern’s beaked rush (Rhynchospora
knieskernii). The municipality of Egg Harbor Township is listed as having historic population(s)
of bog turtle; extant population(s) of piping plover, swamp pink, Knieskern’s beaked rush, and
seabeach amaranth. Piping plovers may occasionally utilize the project area for foraging, but are
not expected nest within or adjacent to the project area. Suitable habitat for bog turtle, swamp
pink, Knieskern’s beaked rush, and seabeach amaranth was not identified within or immediately
adjacent to the project area. A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed
work would not affect listed species or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act as amended. As the evaluation of this application continues, additional
information may become available which could modify this preliminary determination.

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the
Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to consult
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with the NMFS on all actions or proposed actions, that are either permitted, funded, or
undertaken by the agency, that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). A
preliminary assessment of the species listed in the "Guide to Essential Fish Habitat Designations
in the Northeastern United States, Volume IV: New Jersey and Delaware", dated March 1999,
specifically page 53, indicates that the work regulated by this office would adversely affect EFH
species. A conservation measure, specifically a restriction on in-water work between January 1
and May 31, would be imposed on any authorization to minimize impacts to EFH.

Section 106 Process

The NJTA, on behalf of USCG the lead federal agency, initiated the Section 106 process has
consulted with the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office (NJHPO) to identify and assess
project impacts to historic properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). The bridges over the GEHB and Drag Channel were constructed
during the period of significance for the GSP Historic District (SHPO Opinion 10/12/2001).
Although they are not eligible for listing on the NRHP, the demolition of the existing bridges has
the potential to alter, directly or indirectly, characteristics of the GSP Historic District such as
design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and/or association that qualify it for listing on
the NRHP. In order to avoid a significant impact to the District, a Draft Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between NJTPA and SHPO was issued on December 6, 2011 to mitigate the
adverse effect. Stipulations of the MOA include preparation of a Historic American Engineering
Record (HAER) of the bridge, curation of original documents, and incorporation of design
considerations. The MOA is currently in the process of being finalized.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the activity's
probable impact including its cumulative impacts on the public interest. The decision will reflect
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the work will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values,
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production,
mineral needs and welfare of the people. A Department of the Army permit will be granted
unless the District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public interest.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species,
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest
factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall

public interest of the proposed activity.
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Comments on the proposed work should be submitted, in writing, within 30 days to the
District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building,
100 Penn Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390.

In accordance with Section 307(c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972,
applicants for Federal Licenses or Permits to conduct an activity affecting land or water uses in a
State's coastal zone must provide certification that the activity complies with the State's Coastal
Zone Management Program. The applicant has stated that the proposed activity complies with
and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the approved State Coastal Zone
Management (CZM) Program. No permit will be issued until the State has concurred with the
applicant's certification or has waived its right to do so. Comments concerning the impact of the
proposed and/or existing activity on the State's coastal zone should be sent to this office, with a
copy to the State's Office of Coastal Zone Management.

~ In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate is
necessary from the State government in which the work is located. - Any comments concerning
the work described above which relate to Water Quality considerations should be sent to this
office with a copy to the State.

The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will
include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a
public hearing shall state in writing, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.



Additional information concerning this permit application may be obtained by calling
Michael Hayduk at (215) 656-5822, via email at michael.h.hayduk@usace.army.mil, or writing
this office at the above address.
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