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RE: Comments of Francis E.Walter Dam Recreational Release Plan 2008 and 2009 

First, thank you from the Whitewater paddling community for the previous whitewater release seasons. 
This has been a real positive for whitewater recreation. The whitewater releases have been increasingly 
popular w ith private boaters and whitewater rafters every year . It is especially helpful to know in 
advance that the water levels are suitable for boating. This allows us to schedule club trips and 
instructionals on the Lehigh river. Every release, KCCNY has boats on the Lehigh along with many of the 
other local clubs such as the NYAMC, Lehigh Valley Canoe Club, Philadelphia Canoe Club and the 

Wilmington Trail Club. We also see private boaters from this region as well as license plates from 
surrounding states such as Maryland, Massachusetts and Virginia. The combined membership of the 
local clubs is over 1000 boaters. We all appreciate the boating opportunities on the Lehigh River, 

especially in the summer months when there are no natural flow rivers available. 

We realize that the flow management plan has to satisfy many groups, somet imes with opposing 
interests. It is obvious that you are trying to find a balance between these groups and provide adequate 
opportunities for all. This effort was evident in 2008 when we had months of little to no rainfall, and yet 
the releases were able to go on as scheduled. THANK YOU! 

We also greatly appreciate your posting of the proposed release levels as early as possible in the week 
so that we can plan last minute trips. This has been a big help to the many clubs who schedule trips on 
the Lehigh River. 

The 2009 recreational release schedule continues in a similar manner. We all hope that we will get some 
rain so that the September and October releases take place. 

I am personally a regular user of the Lehigh river for whitewater recreation as a KCCNY trip coordinator 
and an ACA certified whitewater kayak instructor. Based on my experience, I would like to offer 
additional suggestions for enhancement of the flow schedule, rainfall permitting. 

1.	 Give priority for additional releases to the mid-October weekend release. This is the peak of the 
fall foliage season and a unique and special opportunity to enjoy the natural beauty of the 
Lehigh Gorge. As this opportunity occurs only once per year, we would like to see this one take 
place over the earlier October or late Sept releases if there is not enough water. 

2.	 When there is sufficient rainfall and water available, raise the release level to 1000-1200cfs. The 
750 cfs level is the minimum boatable level for the upper gorge (Whitehaven) but is not 
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To All concerned, Fishermen, Lawyers, Scientists. Kayakers and Rafters, 

How saddened I was to hear of the upcoming meeting to discuss changes to the FEW dam program on the 
Lehigh River. As a paddler [ spent most of last summer running the Lehigh. The haring with the fishing 
community that has been in effect for some time seems to be working quite well. However, now the 
fishermen have gotten lawyers and scientists on board to propo changes in the name of "science". They 
wanI to reduce the release flows and the releases in the "name of cicnce" which would only be to their 
benefit and to the vast reduction of tile kayaking and rafting community. 

I started paddling only live years ago. and whitewater running only two years ago. I have found a port 
that is healthy, exhilarating. and quite social. Also. it' s better on my knees than hiking and running. It's a 
wonderful sport. It gets people outdoors. I sec parents out with their children on raft trips; teenagers 
spending a day outdoors with friends, instead of hanging out at the mall, playing video games, or spending 
the day texting, In line with our society's desire for "No Child Left Inside" and the council on obesity, 
river sports arc a perfect way to accomplish these goals. Get outside. bum calories, exercise you heart. The 
fishing community wants to take that away. 

Another benefit of the paddling community is the revenue and tourisn they bring to the area. On any given 
weekend there are hundreds of paddlers and probably 600 to 800 rafters who bring income to outfitters, 
spend money at restaurants, buy gas and stay at hotels in the area. All these items bring revenue to the state 
because they are taxable. with the high volume of paddle tourists contributing those taxes. The fishing 
alliances say that their cause would bring tourism. This is true. but tourism is already there. Paddlers for 
the most part support the LNT initiative. We put in at ramps and parks. cut no trails and take out at ramps 
and parks. W take out all our trash and usually pic ' up cans. plastic and tom fishing line that gets left 
behind. Ware quite ceo-friendly. 

The current setup seems to allow the FEW dam releases on alternate weekends. This seems like an 
equitable sharing. since the fishermen can still fish on the release weekends and also have the no release 
weekends and all week to themselves. They want to reduce the flow release to 650cfs. Anyone who has 
paddled the Lehigh knows that 750 is really thc minimum to enjoy the river and have a safe run. I have 
paddled it at 900 cis and that' s a WOW run tor me. And at the occas ional 1200cis. it' a spectacular thrill. 
But we seem to be happy to have the usual 750. If the cfs arc reduced, the paddling community loses and 
the fishing community gains nil. That does not seem to be a fair compromise. 

Please consider letters such as mine when this meeting occurs and in the future when it comes time to make 
the decisions about the river. [have neither scientists to represent me, nor lawyer to defend my propo al. 
I speak as an outdoor enthusiast, a kayakcr and someone who loves to run rivers. But th rivers have to be 
available so I can get into my boat and run. 

YOTR(See you on the riv r), 

Jo-Ann Durdock 




