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Easement discussion bolsters residents

DEP to clarify deal's wording

Posted by the Asbury Park Press on 03/11/06

BY BRIAN PRINCE
MANAHAWKIN BUREAU

HARVEY CEDARS — Several Harvey Cedars property owners are breathing a little easier about
controversial easements needed to commence a beach replenishment project after Department of
Environmental Protection officials said they are seeking to modify some of the language in the
agreement.

DEP officials said Friday that none of the modifications — still to be approved by the Army Corps of
Engineers — substantially alters the agreement. The changes are meant to clarify it.

Still, by all accounts, the meeting represented a turning of the tide in what had previously been a
series of contentious clashes between residents and state environmental officials about a
multimillion-dollar beach replenishment and storm protection project that is pending in five of the
six towns that share the 17-mile island. The project is in jeopardy because many homeowners have
refused to sign access and work easements needed to do the work.

"This is the first meeting I've been at where the DEP was reasonable. They answered questions
specifically and they answered every question,” said Bill Hutson, who is chairman of the Joint
Council of Taxpayers Associations' Beach Protection Committee and owner of Lorry's Island End
Motel in the Holgate section of Long Beach Township.

William Dixon, supervising environmental specialist for the DEP, said the agency wants to make it
clear in the agreement that any private dune walk-overs affected by the work will remain private
once the project is completed. He added that anyone seeking to lower the dune after the project is
finished will need a special permit, which is difficult to obtain.

David Rosenblatt, DEP Long Beach Island Project Administrator, said a section of the agreement
stating that homeowners signing the document participated in the drafting of the easement
agreement will be deleted.

"We want to make (the agreement) easily understood, so if there's wording in there that doesn't
need to be there, we'll take it out,” Rosenblatt said.

Borough resident Thomas Christopoul called the meeting "excellent progress" and commended local
officials for "initiating the dialogue."

Unlike many beachfront property owners in the borough, Christopoul signed his easement
agreement, albeit with a string attached. He said he included a note that said any modifications to
the easement agreement would extend to him.

However, DEP officials said Friday that would be the case regardless. Dixon said a decision on the
proposed changes could come within a week.

During the meeting, attorney Kenneth Porro, who has been retained by dozens of property owners
on the island, attacked the existing easement agreement as being overly vague.

"It's so broad," he said. "The group that | represent is not against beach replenishment. Somebody
needs to say, "a new easement agreement needs to be drafted." "

Afterward, Porro expressed cautious optimism about what had been discussed.
Officials also discussed adding language to the easements protecting homeowners from any future

changes in local zoning laws that would affect their property because of the easement.
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Right now, Harvey Cedars has signatures from 32 homeowners, less than half of the roughly 80
easements it needs.

Without the easements, Rosenblatt said the beach replenishment project is dead in the water.
"The project won't move forward without the easements," he said.

Christopoul said he hopes the project does proceed.

"It's pretty evident to me without some reasonable replenishment work my property is going be
less than beachfront — it's going to be beach," he said.
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