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: Magnetic Surveying
- Begins on Beaches
Where Fuses Found

inte a grid, surveyed, cleaned

and finally reopened section by
section, said a ULS. Army Corps of
Engineers spokesman.

Early in March, World War [l-era
fuses and explosives adaptors were
found on the beach, believed to have
been dredged up by the beach replen-
ishment project, About 30 items have
been foumnd o dare.

The Army Corps has ordered the
heaches closed to the public, and on
Monday work began o clear the
sands of any potentially dangerous
objects.

The goal 15 to have all Surf City
heaches reopened by Memaorial Day
weekend, said Khaalid Walls, a
spokesman for the Philadelphia dis-
trict office of the US. Army Corps
of Engineers,

Surf City Mayor Leonard T
Connors saund Tuesday that LLS. Sens
Robert E. Menendez and Frank R
Lautenberg (both D-MN_1) are urging
the #rm\- i orps 1o have the beaches
i.lpeuom.' week before Memoral Day

The Army Corps has contracted
Weston Solutions, a West Chester,
Pa., environmental and redevelop-
ment firm, o survey and clear the
beach of ordnance

A Weston spokeswoman sand
Tuesday that the company is contrac-
tually prohibited from commenting to
the press

On Friday, the company began
calibratmng the equipment, Walls said
Tuesday, and on Monday surveying
began at Morth Fifth Streer. Weston
will work itz way north 1o Norh 24
Street

Several magnetometers — “hasi-
cally growmd-penetrating metal detec.
tors” - will be attached to 454 wtility
vehieles, and will scan the sands as
they are towed along the beach.

The magnetometers can detect
objectz w0 depihs of approximately
three fest, said Walls.

Weston 15 breaking the entire

S urf City beaches will ke dividad

beach down into a grid system, each
#E(‘llull measuring roughly 200 by

200 feet, There are d.]:lp]’u?ilm}ltt'}
]2U' sections in tofal.

Ench area will be surveyed, the
coordinates nfl)hjeuh will be nated,
and then workers will return 1o each
section to clear it.

Walls said Weston uses a GPS
system, o its work should be “very
accurane.”

“They'll be able to plot {objecis),
udentify them and get back to them
with significant reliability,” he said

Should objects shift in the sand,
“1"'m sure that "Il be addressed as they
go along ™

The Philadelphia disirict of the
Army Corps has completed abou [0
beach replenishment projecis in the
Inst decade, said Walls. This is the
first time ordnance has been discov-
ered,

Should the replenishment project
continue elsewhere on the 1sland, ot
15 unknown whether the Army Corps
will find more military munitions

“We aren’t expected 10," said
Walls. “The best case scenano is that
what we have (in Surf City) is the
extant of it

Currently the Army Corps is look-
ing ino how the ondnanee might hive
ended up at the bottom of the ooean,
but officials have no theories they can
share for the time being

Former Beach Haven Mayor Deb
Whitcraft, who will soon open her
Museum of New Jersey Mantime
History, said the discovery of more
ordnance is “inevitable "

“NWobody who knows anything
about New Jersey maritime history
is surprised about this,” she said

According o her research, “liter-
ally doeens™ of vessels were wrecked

near Long Beach lsland. many of

them World War 1 and World War 11
lozses, The effects of storms and sak
water, and the passage of time, con-
tribute to scanering of objects from
wrecks, she said.
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“It's our history coming back o
bite us,” Whitcraft sasd.

[he discovery of the ordnance
will “definitely” lead the Army Corps

5 Army Corps of Engineers
Anﬁ'ﬂ::alﬂ prepare to sweep

and clean Surf City’s
benches to detect strange ohjects,
including Waorld War H-ern military
ordnance discovered in early
March, local businesses are prepar-
ing for o sweep of another nature
as the Easter holiday weekend
mutrks the unofficial start of Long
Beach Islands busy season.

Rick Reyvmolds. executive di-
rector of the Long Beach Island
Chamber of Commerce. said he's
had a number of calls from various
medin organizations asking for his
take on the impact of the beach clo-
sures and the usual flux of visitors
— a mux of summer homeowners,
weekend travelers and those look-
ing to celebrate the long holiday

Business: Mixed Opinions

weekend.

Corps officials are reluctant o
commit o a date when the beaches
will officially reopen, but local
business owners seem to be confi-
dent the closures are simply a tem-
porary incomeniznce,

“Ttappears they have the equip-
mment and the manpower o clear the
beaches by Memonal Day or ear-
lier" Reynolds said on Tuesday af-
TErmoon,

“If that's the case, T don't see
much of an impact. The folks that
like to use the beach this time of
year cin go to other parts of LB, If
we get 1o Memorial Day {and the
beaches remain closed) that will be
a different story.”

Reynolds said the chamber
would continug to monitor the

on Easter Beach Closures

progress of the cleanup éffort as
well a5 stress to the Corps the im-
portance of the beaches to the
economy of Surf City as well as to
the entire Island.

Businesses bustled along Long
Beach Boulevard on Tuesday pre-
paring for a busy holiday weekend.
At Marios Dalian Market, Mario
Aversa suid he knows he'll be busy
with Easter orders.

“People are down for Easter,
This time of year people don't go
to the beach. They'll see it all
roped off)” Aversa said, adding he
suzpects the blocked beaches will
provoke some curiogity in those
visitors who aren't aware of the
srtuatian.

Phyllis Aversa of Mano’s said
she feels confident about the loy-

alty of the market's customers.
Even if weekenders decide to visit
beaches at other parts of the Island,
she’s certpin they’ll return to
Mario’s to buy their homemade Ttal-
ian dishes.

At Subbogies, manager Nicole
Dougherty said she started to hear
comments about the beach closures
last weekend Palm Sunday, as more
unfamihar taces mixed with the
regular wintertime crowd.

“They're kind of worried and
express concern — they 're just hear-
ing that something 15 going on with
the beaches,” she said. She predicts
the Easter holiday business will be
rather slow. but not because of
beach closures. Instead, she said she
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to take measures to prevent similar
objects from reaching the beach if the
project continues, but Walls said he
cannot al this tme derail what Kind
of measures might be taken,

The Army Corps has vet o deter-
mine how nnech the cleanup will cost
and where funding for it might come
from,

At this moment we're just mov-
ing along with the project,” Walls
said

Security guards and fencing -
stretching from North 25™ Street to
Ship Bottoms Fifth Street — are cur-
rently in place to keep people off the
beach and away from wy other mo-
nitions that maght still be ndden.

A spokesman for Fort Monmoath,
where some of the ordnance was
taken 10 be destroved. said explosive
ordnance disposal experts believe the
items had the potential to cause loss
of limb or evesight, and under the
right circumstances couse loss of life
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