
Sightseers take their chances on Ship Bottom, Surf City beaches 
 
By DONNA WEAVER Staff Writer, (609) 978-2015 
(Published: April 9, 2007) 

SHIP BOTTOM — The chilly conditions did not stop curious islanders from bypassing beach 
barricades Easter Sunday.  

Portions of the beaches in Ship Bottom were closed Wednesday to scan for additional ordnance, a 
spokesman for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Thursday.  

The discovery of World War II-era military munitions on Surf City beaches earlier this month 
contributed to the delay of the beach-replenishment project's completion. An electromagnetic scan 
of Surf City beaches began Monday.  

Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth streets were closed for scanning because the beach nourishment 
project in Surf City tapered off in Ship Bottom, according to Khaalid Walls, a spokesman for the 
Army Corps.  

On Sunday, a mesh, orange fence was torn down and tossed to the side of the Fifth Street beach 
entrance in Ship Bottom. Nita Shapiro and her husband Jeff live on Fifth Street, just one house 
from the ocean. Since the beaches were closed last week, Nita Shapiro said that has not stopped 
people from going on the beaches.  

“People just push the fence aside and go on the beach with their dogs or kids,” Shapiro said.  

Shapiro said she called the police last week when she spotted several people trespassing on the 
beach.  

“Look, safety comes first. They found live fuses. It's a shame, but it has to be done,” Shapiro said.  

On Sunday, Shapiro braved the windy conditions to question a man who stepped over the orange 
fence lying on the sand to sneak a peek at the beach.  

“What are you doing up on the beach?” she asked.  

Gary Botwinick stuffed his hands in his pockets and said he was just curious.  

“I heard about the beaches being closed. I just wanted to take a look. But I didn't explode,” 
Botwinick chuckled.  

Botwonick was here for the weekend at his home in North Beach. He said he isn't concerned about 
the closings because it will not affect his beaches.  

Bill McCord, a security guard for Tri County Security in Pleasantville, guards the Surf City and Ship 
Bottom beach entrances to stop trespassers. He was stationed in his usual place Sunday on Twelfth
Street. More orange fencing and a barrage of beach scanning and digging equipment blocked the 
beach entrance.  
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“I've fixed fences three times today,” McCord said sitting in his station wagon. “I just fixed the 
fence at Fifth Street in Ship Bottom about an hour ago.”  

Fences were ripped off entrances at Fifth Street in Ship Bottom, 19th and 24th streets in Surf City, 
McCord said.  

“If the weather was warmer, it would be worse. But we still have people trying to get up on the 
beaches,” McCord said.  

“Ninty-eight percent of the people are OK about it. The other 2 percent are just nosy-bodies that 
go up there. They just want to know what's going on.”  

Tom Bennert and members of his family headed toward the closed Surf City beaches Sunday 
afternoon from their home on 21st Street.  

“We've been here since 1968,” said Patty Bennert holding a glass of wine. “I'm concerned the 
beaches won't be open until Memorial Day. It's a shame.”  

Tom Bennert said his family usually likes to spend Easter Sunday on the beach.  

“I was going to take my granddaughter up there, but, of course, it's too cold and it's closed,” Tom 
Bennert said.  

Bennert added that he will still be concerned once the summer season begins as to whether all of 
the explosive materials have been found.  

Richard and Kathy Ciarlante, of Burlington, just want the beaches to be open for their annual two-
week Surf City vacation in July.  

The Ciarlante's said they took a Sunday drive to check out the closed beaches they had heard 
about on the news. They stood in front of an orange fence that has closed off the Eighth Street 
portion of the beach.  

“We were here at Christmas time, and we thought the dredging was just fascinating. This is 
unbelievable,” Richard Ciarlante said.  

Kathy Ciarlante said she is concerned the beaches will not be open in time for her vacation. She 
said they already have put down the deposit for their rental in Surf City.  

The scanning for munitions in Ship Bottom is precautionary since the beach nourishment project 
tapered off there, according to Walls.  

On Friday, Walls said the scan for munitions in Ship Bottom should be wrapped up pretty quickly. 
He said the Corps is still aiming to reopen Surf City beaches by Memorial Day, but it could be later. 

To e-mail Donna Weaver at The Press:  

DWeaver@pressofac.com  
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