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Army Proposes Saltwater Flow into Marsh

By JACK FICHTER

HIGBEES BEACH —
U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers proposes to open
freshwater Pond Creek
Marsh to the flow of
Delaware Bay saltwater to
eliminate Phragmites
reeds.

Nearby residents of
the 417-acre marsh said
they fear saltwater intru-
sion into wells and
freshwater Davies Lake.
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occasional hiker from
Sunset or Higbees
beaches find high dunes,
once used as look-out
posts for rum-runner
ships, with a desert-like
environment behind
them, leading to forested
trails, fields of wildflow-
ers, berry bushes and
Phragmites in the muck.

Pond Creek runs a
shallow narrow, circui-
tous path from the bay
behind the former mag-
nesite factory. It flows
into Lower Township
and West Cape May.

A tide gate installed in
1917 by county Mos-

quito Extermination
Commission had long
since. deteriorated, and

the creek became shal-
low, preserving a fresh-
water marsh environ-
ment.

North of the creek is
Davies Lakes, a hidden

freshwater gem, dug
around 1917 as a sand
pit.

It is surrounded on
most sides by thick
vegetation and fre-

quented by herons and
swans.

Like a recent Phragn-
mites eradication project
in the Lower Cape May
Meadows at the Nature
Conservancy and Cape
May Point State Park,
the corps proposes re:
moving Phragmites, so
native salt marsh vegeta-
tion can be planted.

Lifelong West Cape
May resident and former
Mayor Robert Jackson

told the Herald he ques-
tioned introducing salt-
water to an area where
saltwater intrusion into
wells was a problem.
“This is more engi-
neers and scientists try-
ing to do something that
is not really necessary,”
he said. “To .me, that

place should be left
alone.”
Jackson said if a

storm brought too much
salt water into the creek,
it could find its way
into Davies Lake and Kill
the bass living in that
body of freshwater.

He said a public hear-
ing should be scheduled
to explain the project.

According to Army
Corps spokesman Merv
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WATER GATE — A tidal control gate installed in 1917 by county Mosquito
Commission has long since deteriorated and Pond Creek has become shal-
low, preserving a freshwater environment in the 417-acre marsh.

Brokke, the $2.2-million
project would fill in the
current channel to the
bay.

The corps would con-
struct a new 920-foot
channel, 600 feet south
of the current inlet to
shorten the distance
between the bay and
marsh to increase tidal
flow. The channel would
be 20 feet deep.

According to  the
corps’ report, in the
early 1900s, the creek
was wide and deep
enough for some sailing
vessels.

A proposed water con-
trol structure, measuring
17 feet high and 40 feet
wide, would be con-
structed on a pile of very
alkaline spoils from the
magnesite plant.

It would have four

box culverts totaling 200
feet wide.

A new jetty would be
built to stabilize the
inlet for the new chan-
nel, which would extend
154 feet into the bay.

Farmer Les Rea, whose

property  borders the
marsh, concurred with
Jackson: The project

could ruin groundwater
with saltwater intrusion.

He said the freshwater
marsh benefits birds and
wildlife.

George Hall, an owner
of Hidden Valley Ranch
on Bayshore Road, a
riding academy, ex-
pressed concerns for two
wells on his property. He
said, however, the ranch
experiences high water
levels from the creek and
a bumper crop of mos-
quitoes.

An environmental as-
sessment prepared by the
corps and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service said the
project was unlikely to
affect the Holly Beach
aquifer in the vicinity of
residential areas in part,
because wetlands within
the vicinity of shallow
wells will remain fresh-
water wetlands.

Brokke said shallow
wells near the project
will be monitored prior
to the beginning of the
project and after it
starts.

The corps’ report said
when the project is
completed, the project
will “provide residents
with Delaware Bay storm
protection to the 500-
year level.”

Brokke said a greater
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Marsh
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potential for flooding
exists in the marsh's
current state.

The Army Corps Envi-
ronmental Assessment of
the Pond Creek project
notes  alternatives to
moving the channel and
opening the marsh to
tidal flow that include:
doing nothing which
will produce less saltwa-
ter inflow and preserve
Phragmites and a mos-
quito problem, spray the
marsh with an herbicide,
flood with freshwater by
holding rainwater on site
which could flood adja-
cent properties, deepen

existing channel from
bay and construct a
4,200 foot dike which
would destroy 2,900 feet

of unused railroad
tracks.

“If we did nothing, it
would be a monoculture
which does not provide
a diverse environment
for birds, plants, animals
and  humans,” said
Brokke.

If unopposed by the
public, dredging of a
new inlet would begin in
August 2006. The corps
has not scheduled a
hearing on the project
but will accept requests
by mail for such an event

until July 30.

Comments can be sent
to Minas M. Arabatzis,
U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, Wanamaker
Building, 100 Penn
Square East, Philadel-
phia, Pa. 19107-3390.

ALUMNI TO MEET

COURT HOUSE —
The Middle Township
High School Alumni
Association will hold
its next Board of Trus-
tees meeting July 14 at
the home of Bud and
Bobette Scull. Sched-
uled time is 7 p.m.
Anyone wishing to at-
tend call 463-0612 with
name and phone.



