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Delaware Coast from Cape Henlopen to Fenwick Island
Bethany Beach/South Bethany, DE

October 2008

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS: Rep. Castle (DE-AL)

APPROPRIATION / PHASE:
Construction, General

BUSINESS PROGRAM:
Flood and Coastal Storm Damage Reduction

AUTHORITY: Senate Committee Resolution, 23 June 1988. Project authorized for construction
by Title I, Section 101 (a) (15) of WRDA ’99.

LOCATION: The towns of Bethany Beach and South Bethany are communities along the
Atlantic Ocean Coast of Delaware, in Sussex County.

DESCRIPTION: The Bethany Beach/South Bethany project area stretches for approximately 2
miles along the southern part of the Atlantic Ocean coast of Delaware in Sussex County,
Delaware. The plan proposed in the final feasibility report for the purpose of flood and coastal
storm damage reduction consists of a sand fill beach and dune project, in two independent
discontinuous segments, for both Bethany Beach and South Bethany. The project includes a 150-
foot wide berm with an elevation of +7.0 feet NAVD, and a dune with an elevation of +16.0 feet
NAVD over a total project length of 14,950 feet (2.8 miles). The recommended project consists
of providing 3.5 million cubic yards initial beachfill, with subsequent nourishment of 480,000
cubic yards every three years. The plan includes dune grass, dune fencing, and suitable advance
beachfill and periodic nourishment every three years to ensure the integrity of the design. The
PED phase was completed in FY01 and consisted of the completion of detailed plans and
specifications for those features recommended in the feasibility report.

STATUS: Initial construction was completed in June 2008. A portion of the FY 08 funds were
used for project monitoring. Remaining FY 08 funds are being used to replace sand that was lost
due to the Mother’s Day 2008 storm. This effort will be completed under the Rehoboth
Beach/Dewey Beach renourishment contract that was awarded in September 2008. The work is
expected to be completed by March 2009. To date the FY 09 budget has not been approved. If
this project receives funding in FY 09 project tasks will be determined based on the level of
funding. The 2nd periodic nourishment cycle is scheduled for FY 10.

TIMELINE Start Complete Comments
Initial Construction Jun 2008
Emergency Work Jan 2009 Mar 2009
2nd Periodic Nourishment Cycle FY 10

(Scheduled)
Dependent on adequate funding



Delaware Coast, Bethany Beach/South Bethany, DE (continued)

FINANCIAL
DATA ($000) Fed Non-Fed Total

BUDGET
DATA ($000) Comments

P. E. D. 427 143 570 FY 05 178 After savings/slippage,
rescission

Construction 17,379 9,445 26,824 FY 06 2,756 After savings/slippage,
rescission & construction
reconciliation adjustment

FY 07 14,400
FY 08 141
FY 09 TBD

SPONSOR: Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

COMMENTS: An updated Supplemental Environmental Assessment was filed and submitted
with the final Bethany Beach/South Bethany Limited Reevaluation Report.
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