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State of Netw Jersey

Christine Todd Whitman Department of Environmental Protection Robert C. Shinn, Jr.

Governor iS5i
i . Commissioner
Natural and Historic Resources

Division of Engineering and Construction
September 7, 2000

LTC. Colonel Timothy Brown
Phila. Dist. Corps of Engineers
Wanamaker Bldg.

100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390

Dear LTC. Col. Brown:

I am writing in support of the project identified by the
Corps of Engineers’ Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact
Statement for Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet, New
Jersey. We fully support this project selected for future
construction. We are aware that funds have been included in the
Federal FY 2001 budget to initiate Preconstruction, Engineering
and Design efforts and are willing to cost share this portion of
the project at 75 percent Federal and 25 percent non-Federal, . ...
understanding that adjustments may be necessary to bring the non-
Federal PED cost sharing in line with the project cost sharing
during the first year of construction. At the appropriate time,
the State is prepared to enter into a Project Cooperation
Agreement (PCA) establishing our commitment to see this project
reach construction.

The State of New Jersey is very supportive of this project
which will provide necessary shore protection to the local
communities. We look forward to working with the Corps of
Engineers in constructing this important project.

incerely,

Adnministyggtor

mm
Phone 1510 Hooper Avenue, Toms River, NJ 08753 Fax
(732) 255-0770 New Jezseyis an Bqual Opportunity Eaployer (732) 255-0774
Recycled Paper
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CITY OF OCEAN CITY

AMERICA'S GREATEST FAMILY RESORT

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

é'eptemEer ig, ;E;OO

Lt. Colonel Timothy Brown
U.S. Army Coips of Engineers, Philadelphia District
Wanamaker Building
100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: - Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsend’s Inlet
Feasibility Report

Dear Lt. Colonel. Brown:

The City of Ocean City wishes to express its full endorsement of the proposed beach
replenishment project for the south end of Ocean City (34™ Street to 59™ Street) as
described within the Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsend’s Inlet Feasibility Report. The
City has benefited greatly from the current federal project which includes the beaches
north of 34™ Street. The proposed project will ensure the protection of Ocean City along
the entire oceanfront.

The City has endeavored through its own efforts and in conjunction with the State of
New Jersey, to maintain an engineered beach at the south end of Ocean City. Frankly,
federal resources are critical for the continued preservation of the beaches at the south
end of Ocean City. The Army Corps of Engineers has shown time and again that they
have the necessary resources to properly investigate, analyze, and implement the
solutions which are required along our nation’s coastlines.

The City is prepared to cooperate with the federal and state governments to implement
the proposed project. As always, we greatly appreciate the Army Corps of Engineers
work in the preservation of Ocean City’s beaches.

861 ASBURY AVENUE, OCEAN CITY, NJ 08226-3695
609-525-9335 FAX: 609-398-0740
a Printed on Recycled Paper
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CENAP-PL-E

6562/am

06 MARCH 1998
DAYAN fp

PASQUA].'.-Eg
ZAPPI

Environmental Resources Branch
' BURNE

CALLEGAR

Dear:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, has initiated the "Great
Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet Feasibility Study." This study is cost shared
between the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the Federal
Government on a 50/50 basis. The purpose of the study is to fully evaluate the locations
and optimum design for shore protection measures along Peck Beach and Ludlam Island.

The study area is located on the southern Atlantic coast of New Jersey in Cape
May County, extending approximately 24.1 Kilometers from Great Egg Harbor Inlet to
Townsends Inlet. The two inlets enclose the barrier islands known as Peck Beach and
Ludlam Island. Peck Beach contains both Ocean City and Corson Inlet State Park. Ocean
City is a highly developed residential town that measures 11.4 Kilometers in length. A
federal project currently exists at the northern portion of Ocean City, therefore this study
will focus on the southern portion (south of 36" street) of Ocean City. Ludlam Island
contains the towns of Strathmere and Sea Isle City. The town of Strathmere in the
northern portion of the island consists of mostly residential structures and very little
commercial development. Whale Beach is a narrow, sparsely developed stretch of land
that encompasses the southern portion of the town of Strathmere and the northern portion
of Sea Isle City. -Sea Isle City is a highly developed residential community similar to
Ocean City. The southern section of Sea Isle City is a residential section known as
Townsends Inlet.

The primary focus of the study is to investigate and identify potential methods of
protecting areas experiencing coastal erosion due to hurricane and storm damage. This
will include any environmental impacts that might be caused by these protective measures.

We would like to initiate coordination with you early in the planning process. We
welcome any comments or concerns with regard to potential impacts to resources within
the study area. The proposed study area is outlined on the enclosed map.

A-3




A-4



Mr. Carl Braun

NIDEP - Land Use Regulation Program
P.O. Box 401

501 East State Street, Floor 2

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0401

Mr. Larry Schmidt ~
NIDEP - Program Coordination
P.O.Box 418

401 East State Street, Floor 2
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0418

Mr. Larry Niles, Chief

Endangered & Non-Game Species
NIDEP, Division of Fish, Game & Wildlife
CN 400

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0400

Mr, Willie DeCamp

Ocean County Isaak Walton League
1229 Bay Avenue

Mantoloking, New Jersey 08738

Mr. Richard Merion, President
Alliance for a Living Ocean
P.O.Box 95

Ship Bottom, New Jersey 08008

Mr. Tom Fote, Legislative Chairman
New Jersey Angler Association

22 Cruiser Court

Toms River, New Jersey 08753

Ms. Karen Wurst, Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service

James J. Howard Marine Science Laboratory
Highlands, New Jersey 07732

Mr. Gef Flimlin
Marine Extension Agent

Rutger's Cooperative Extension of Ocean County
Toms River, New Jersey 08755

A-5




M:r. Clifford Day, Supervisor
New Jersey Field Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
927 North Main Street

Building D

Pleasantville, New Jersey 08232

Mr. Jim Joseph, Chief

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Fish, Game & Wildlife

Nacote Creek Research Station

P. O. Box 418

Port Republic, New Jersey 02841

Mr. Joel Fogel, Director
Waterwatch/Coastal Patrol

P.0O. Box 22

Somers Point, New Jersey 08244

Mr. Robert W. Hargrove

Chief, Environmental Impacts Branch
Environmental Protection Agency

- Region I

Jacob K. Javits Federal Building
New York, New York 10278 -

. Mr. Bob Scro

NIDEPE

Bureau of Marine Water Clas51ﬁcatnon & Analy51s
P.O. Box 465 Stony Hill Road

Leeds Point, New Jersey 08220-0405

Ms. Liz Rosenblat

Office of Environmental Planning
401 East State Street -

CN 418

Trenton, New Jersey 08625
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Habitat Conservation Division
James J. Howard Marine
Sciences Laboratory

74 Magruder Road

Highlands, New Jersey 07732

March 25, 1998

Mr. Robert L. Callegari, Chief

Planning Division

Environmental Resources Branch

Philadeiphia District, Corps of Exigineers

Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East
. Philadelphia, PA 19107-3391

ATTN: Mr. Nathan Dayan

RE: Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet Feasibility Study

Dear Mr. Callegaxi:‘ N

In response to your request for information regarding fisheries resources in the area of tht‘av above
referenced project, we offer the following information:

Several species of sea turtles including the threatened loggerhead (Caretta caretta), and
endangered Kemp's ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), and green (Chelonia mydas) sea turtles may
occur in inshore waters of New Jersey. These turtles feed primarily on mollusks, crustaceans,
sponges and a variety of marine grasses and seaweeds. In addition, the endangered leatherback
(Dermochelys coriacea) sea turtle may occupy the coastal waters of New Jersey, foraging for
jellyfish. These sea turtles may be found in New Jersey waters from late spring to mid-fall.

Also, Endangered right whales (Eubalaena glacialis) and humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangaliae) are present in the mid-Atlantic waters off the coast of New Jersey in late winter
through early spring.  Finback whales (Balaenoptera physalus) which are the most likely species to
occur in the coastal waters of New Jersey are present throughout the year. Lastly, the harbor
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) which has been proposed for listing as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act may also be in the project area. While Mid-Atlantic waters are the
southern extreme of their distribution, stranding data indicates a strong presence of harbor
porpoise off the coast of New Jersey, predominantly during the spring.

Surf clams (Spisula solidissma) may also be found within the study area. - The harvest of surf

clams is an economically important commercial fishery in New Jersey. As a result, shoreline
protection/erosion control options should be designed to minimize impacts to this resource.

The
’,;,n"ma.%
%
3
N
@ Printed on Recycled Paper ‘%""um ‘*f
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New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Shellfisheries can assist your
office in determining the location of commercially valuable surf clam beds. They will also have
information of the presence of hard clams (Mercenaria mercenaria) in the back bay areas. We
recommend that you consult with them during the early stages of the study.

If you have any questions, or need additional information, please contact Anita Riportella at 732-
872-3116.

Sincerely,
Stanley'W. Gorski
Field Offices Supervisor
. ar/peck.ir
cf: Milford-N.Haley
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THIS IS NOT A PAID - ADVERTISEMENT

Public Notice

Public Notice No.’ Date

US Army Corps  CENAP-PL-E-98-03 27 March 1998
of Engineers

Philadeiphia District Application No. File No.

In Reply Refer to:
_Environmental Resources Branch

Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet
Feasibility Study Cape May County, New Jersey

Pursuant to Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act, Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Philadelphia District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
initiated The Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet Feasibility Study, which
addresses the need for shore protection and storm damage reduction for the communities
of Ocean City, Strathmere and Sea Isle City, Cape May County, New Jersey. This study is
cost shared between the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the
Federal Government on a 50/50 basis. .

The study area is located on the southern Atlantic coast of New Jersey in Cape
May County, extending approximately 24.1 Kilometers from Great Egg Harbor Inlet to
Townsends Inlet. The study area is outlined on the enclosed map. The two inlets enclose
the barrier islands known as Peck Beach and Ludlam Island. Peck Beach contains both
Ocean City and Corson Inlet State Park. Ocean City is a highly developed residential
town that measures 11.4 Kilometers in length. A federal project currently exists at the
northern portion of Ocean City, therefore this study will focus on the southern portion
(south of 36" street)of Ocean City. Ludlam Island contains the towns of Strathmere and
Sea Isle City. The town of Strathmere in the northern portion of the island consists of
mostly residential structures and very little commercial development. Whale Beach is a
narrow, sparsely developed stretch of land that encompasses the southern portion of the
town of Strathmere and the northern portion of Sea Isle City. Sea Isle City is a highly
developed residential community similar to Ocean City. The southern section of Sea Isle
City is a residential section known as Townsends Inlet. Significant beach and dune erosion
has left these communities vulnerable to storm damages and with reduced recreational
opportunities. Severe storms in recent years have caused a reduction in the overall beach
height and width along the study area, which, along with the absence of suitable dunes,
exposes the communities to catastrophic damage from ocean flooding and wave attack.
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The primary focus of the study is to investigate and identify potential methods of
protecting areas experiencing coastal erosion due to hurricane and storm damage. This
will include any environmental impacts that might be caused by these protective measures.

Significant issues to be addressed in the EIS with regard to the proposed action
include impacts on aquatic biota, water quality, fisheries, cultural resources,
socioeconomics, and aesthetics.

This notice initiates scoping procedures as outlined in 33 CFR Part 230.12.
Scoping is an early and open process for identifying the significant issues related to the
proposed action. Participation of the general public and other interested parties in
identifying significant issues and alternatives is being solicited by means of this public
notice.

The public is invited to participate in the project scoping by providing written
.comments, questions, and concerns to this office within 30 days receipt of this notice.

Any questions or concerns in regard to this study can be directed to Mr. Nathan
Dayan of the Environmental Resources Branch at (215) 656-6562. Thank you for your
cooperation. .

lmRobert L. Callegari
Chief, Planning Division
Philadelphia District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Services
927 North Main Street (Bldg. D1)
Pleasantville, New Jersey 08232

IN REPLY REFER TO:
FP-98/016 Tel: 609-646-9310
FAX: 609-646-0352

April 10, 1998

Robert L. Callegari

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Philadelphia District

Wanamaker Building

100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390
Attn: Nathan Dayan

Dear Mr. Callegari:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) Public Notice Number CENAP-PL-E-98-03, dated March 27, 1998, regarding a
proposed storm damage reduction study between Great Egg Harbor Inlet and Townsends Inlet.
The proposed study area includes the communities of Ocean City, Strathmere, and Sea Isle

~ City, Cape May County, New Jersey. The Public Notice identifies the need to conduct a
Feasibility Study and prepare environmental documentation pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)(83 Stat. 852; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). The purpose of the
proposed study is to assess the feasibility of providing shore protection and stabilization in an
area that has been affected by severe storms, which have caused a reduction in the overall
beach height and width and exposed the subject communities to damage from ocean flooding
and wave attack. The study area encompasses approximately 24.1 kilometers of shoreline.

AUTHORITY

The following comments on the proposed activity have been prepared under the authority of
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401; 16 U.S.C. 661 ef seq.), the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA)(87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and NEPA,
and are consistent with the intent of the Service's Mitigation Policy (Federal Register, Vol.
46, No. 15, Jan. 23, 1981).

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES

The piping plover (Charadrius melodus), federally listed as threatened pursuant to the ESA,

- currently nests within the study area. Specifically, the piping plover nests in Ocean City,
Strathmere, and Sea Isle City. Piping plovers nest on sandy beaches above the high tide line
on mainland coastal beaches, sand flats, and barrier island coastal beaches. The nesting sites
are typically located on gently sloping foredunes, blowout areas behind primary dunes,
washover areas cut into or between dunes, ends of sandpits, and on sites with deposits of
suitable dredged or pumped sand. ’

Other than the piping plover and an occasional transient bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus) -or peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), no other federally listed or proposed
threatened or endangered flora or fauna under Service jurisdiction are known to occur in the
project area. Further consultation pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA will be necessary to
ensure no adverse impacts on piping plovers occur as a result of the proposed project.

SERVICE REVIEW

Based on a'preliminary review of the study area and fish and wildlife resources that occur
within the study area, the Service recommends that the Feasibility Report and environmental
documentation pursuant to the NEPA incorporate the following issues.

1. Address all structural and non-structural alternatives to storm damage protection
including beach nourishment and acquisition (buy-out).

2. Address impacts on shellfish and finfish at potential borrow areas and at potential
storm damage protection sites and include justification of borrow site selection based
on environmental criteria.

3. If dredging is proposed, identify proposed methods of dredging and the impact of such
dredging on sea turtles, shellfish, and finfish.

$
A

4. ‘Identify direct, indirect, and cumulative iinpacts on the piping plover, a federally listed
(threatened) species; least tern (Sterna antillarum), a State-listed (endangered) species;
and, any other State-listed species known to inhabit the study area. Additionally,
identify actions to avoid or minimize impacts on federally listed and State-listed
species.

5. Identify a monitoring program that would allow the Corps to gather information on
long-term beneficial and adverse impacts of the proposed project on fish and wildlife
resources, including beach nesting birds.
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State of Nefor Jersey

Christine Todd Whitman Department of Environmental Protection Robert C. Shinn, Jr.
Governor Commissioner

Office of Program Coordination
PO Box 418
Trenton, NJ 08625-0418
Phone 609-292-2662
Fax 609-777-0942

April 23, 1998

" Mr. Robert L. Callegari
Chief, Pianning Division
Philadelphia District, Corps of Engineers
Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3391

RE: Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet Feasibility Study
Dear Mr. Callegari:

The Office of Program Coordination of the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) has completed its review of the limited information
contained in your recent letter regarding initiating the Great Egg Harbor Inlet to
Townsends Inlet Feasibility Study. We offer the following comments regarding natural
resources and open space resources.

NATURAL RESOURCES

The NJDEP’s Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife’'s (DFGW) has already
commented on the reconnaissance study for this same area; those comments were
included in our July 10, 1995 letter (see attached). However, since the time of that
response, additional information regarding shellfish resources has arisen. Therefore, the
original and updated information is summarized below and should apply to this feasibility
study.

Shellfish Resources

The DFGW's Bureau of Shellfisheries responded to the reconnaissance study for
this project by indicating that, “unlike most of the State’s waters along the Atlantic
Ocean, this region has not produced commercially viable concentrations of surf clams
(Spisula Solidissima) in over twenty years”. While this was true when the comments
were submitted, recent data collected during the 1996 and 1997 surf clam inventory
surveys has revealed that the stocks of surf clams in the region are improving. The
Bureau has found localized areas that contain high densities of surf clams; any proposed
borrow area should now be investigated thoroughly since the offshore lumps typically
used for sand extraction are also prime surf clam habitat.

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer
Recycled Paper
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Back-bay areas still contain productive hard clam (Mercenaria mercenaria) beds.
While not comprehensive, various site inspections conducted throughout the back-bays
within the project area indicate the viable hard clam habitat is present; shellfish densities
vary depending on location. It is noted that a number of shellfish aquaculture leases
exist throughout this region; these leases augment the natural value of the estuarine
shellfisheries of the region.

Any questions regarding additional information on shellfish issues should be
directed to Jeff Normant (609-984-5546) of the Bureau of Shellfisheries.

Marine Fisheries

The DFGW's Bureau of Marine Fisheries re-emphasizes their concerns from the
reconnaissance study relative to potential impacts on fisheries resources from borrow
area activities. Offshore lumps, wrecks, artificial reefs and areas identified as prime-
fishing grounds should be avoided. Several lumps offshore of Corson’s Inlet (2-3 miles)
and several ridges within two miles of the beach off Strathmere and Sea Isle City are
particutarly noted. These areas are popular fishing sites since they attract and hold fish;
such sites should not be considered as borrow areas for beach nourishment. Monitoring
studies of any proposed borrow sites, as well as mitigation for impacts at borrow areas,
need to be coordinated with the Bureau of Marine Fisheries.

A second area of concern is the impact of beach nourishment and the loss of
jetties on shore based recreational fishing activities. Losses to existing beach habitat
and temporary impacts to benthic organisms/forage would need to be developed to
address these impacts and provide a basis for assessing mitigation requirements.

Questions or future coordination regarding marine issues should be directed to
John McClain at 609-748-2020.

Wildlife Resources

The Bureau of Wildlife Management indicates that large numbers of waterfowl
can be expected to utilize the marsh/wetlands adjacent to the coastal study area during
the period from October through April. Primary species include black duck, brant,
mallard, bufflehead, old squaw, scoter and scaup. In addition, salt marsh areas in the
study are extensively used by clapper rail for nesting during their breeding season
(April - August). Mammals that occur in the study area are river otter, raccoon, fox, and
an occasional white-tailed deer. i

Questions or future coordination regarding marine issues should be directed to
Lee Widjeskog at 609-748-0455. ’

Endangered and Threatened Species
The Great Egg Harbor to Townsends Inlet reach of the Atlantic coastal beaches,

bays and marshes continues to provide critical habitats for several endangered and
threatened species and other important coastal wildlife.
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Thirty to forty pairs of piping plovers (federally threatened, State endangered)
nest on the barrier beaches in this area and represent roughly 25% of the nesting
population of New Jersey. Nesting piping plovers are found in all three municipalities
that make up this stretch of coastline (Ocean City, Upper Township, Sea Isle City). Two
to five least tem (State endangered) colonies have existed in the study area over the
past decade. The areas that most consistently support nesting least terns are around
Corson’s Inlet and Townsends Inlet. One of the largest black skimmer (State
endangered) colonies in New Jersey is located in Corson’s Inlet, frequently on the
Strathmere Natural Area.

Several osprey pairs (State threatened) nest mostly on artificial structures in this
region, although they are abundant immediately south of the area. One pair of peregrine
falcons (federally threatened, State endangered) nest in a nesting box behind Sea Isle
City. Another pair nests on the marshes of the Tuckahoe River but undoubtedly feed in
the marshes behind this coastal reach.

Several wading bird colonies are located on the dredge disposal islands in the
back-bays and marshes behind barrier islands in this stretch. Herring gulls, laughing
gulls and great-backed gulls nest on the marsh islands but are not as numerous as in
the regions immediately north or south of this area. Several small common tem and
Forsters tem colonies are also located in this area. Other notable nongame marsh birds
breeding in the study area include willets and American oystercatchers. Beaches, tidal
flats and marshes in this area ali provide important feeding and roosting habitat for
migratory shorebirds.

In regard to the protection measures that may be proposed, beach nourishment
will probably enhance habitat for beach nesting birds, although this often presents
difficult management challenges where human interaction occurs. If the protection
measures take the form of hard structures, negative impacts to beach nesting bird
habitat are likely; hard structural solutions to beach erosion should be avoided. General
precautions would include timing restrictions during construction and a management
plan to adequately protect endangered birds that nest on any habitat created by the
beach nourishment.

it is also noted that the study area include two State-owned parcels (Corson’s
Inlet State Park and Strathmere Natural Area) as well as the relatively undeveloped
Whale Beach area. These areas do not normally meet the strict federal cost/benefit
requirements for shore protection measures but provide some of the most important
existing beach nesting habitat. If beach nourishment activities avoid these areas in favor
of more populated areas, then suitable beach nesting habitat will essentially be shifted to
areas that present a greater likelihood of conflicts with human activities. Therefore, any
beach nourishment in the study area should also include creation and/or enhancement
of habitat on Corson’s Inlet State Park, Strathmere Natural Area and Whale Beach; it
should also include provisions for management of this habitat and the nesting birds.

Addi’t’ibnal information or questions regarding endangered/threatened/nongame
resources should be directed to Dave Jenkins at 609-292-9400.
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OPEN SPACE RESOURCES

As noted above, Corson’s Inlet State Park and the Strathmere Natural Area are
in the study area. Both areas have been hammered by storms extensively this and other
past years. Significant loss of primary dunes has closed the former walkway entrance at
Seaview Avenue in Strathmere and repeated northeasters have created a “gut”, linking
the Atlantic Ocean and Middle Thorofare in North Carson’s.

The primary concern of the NJDEP’s Division of Parks and Forestry is the
sensitivity of laying pipe across Strarthmere Natural Area. Approximately ten years ago,
the plan to pump sand from Corson’s Inlet to downbeach properties originally called for
destruction of dunes and the laying of pipe diagonally across the area. The obvious
intrusion into nesting areas and disturbance of protected areas precluded such action
from taking place; the pipe was laid along the high water mark. (The lack of
communication and coordination between the project partners has improved greatly
since that time.) ‘

The Division of Parks and Forestry welcomes this initiative to minimize the
destruction of primary and secondary dune systems on our parklands. Additional
information or questions regarding these open space resources should be directed to
Thomas Keck at 609-861-2404.

Thank you for the opportunity to be part of the scoping process for this important
~ project.

7@l

Lawrence Schmidt
Director
Office of Program Coordination

Attachment

C: Nathan Dayan, ACOE
Robert McDowell, NJDEP
Andrew Didun, NJDEP
Jeff Normant, NJDEP
John McClain, NJDEP
Lee Widjeskog, NJDEP
Dave Jenkins, NJDEP
Carl Nordstrom, NJDEP
Thomas Keck, NJDEP
Bernard Moore, NJDEP
Ruth Ehinger, NJDEP
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CENAP-PL-E
6562 /am
' 31 JULY 1998

" Environmental Resources Branch
J@ w

ZAPPILE

Mr. Andy Didun JUL 31 1008 LIPS
NJ Department of Environmental Protection ‘ @’fi

CN 400 - Division of Fish, Game & Wildlife LEG
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0402

Dear Mr. Didun:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, is currently conducting the
"Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsend Inlet, New Jersey Feasibility Study." Enclosed for your
review is a draft scope of work for the benthic sampling to be complete for the proposed project.
This benthic work will examine the proposed borrow areas as well as the placement site for this
study. These conditions will be compared to surrounding reference sites (for the borrow areas)
and the site of the recent Ocean City nourishment activities (for the placement site). This SOW is
also being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

As a result of recent meetings between our offices, we would like to request that you also
review the location(s) of the proposed borrow areas for concerns you may have relating to surf
clams and prime fishing Areas.

It is currently anticipated that the benthic sampling for this project will be finished by
September 30,1998. In order to meet this schedule we request that you provide us with any
comments you might have on the SOW or the proposed borrow areas no later than
August 14,1998, ‘

Any questions or concerns with regard to this study can be directed to Mr. Nathan Dayan
of the Environmental Resources Branch at (215) 656-6562. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Callegari
Chief, Planning Division

Enclosure

CEN:A?—PLE
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Christine Todd Whitman Department of Environmental Protection Robert C. Shinn, Jr.
Governor Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife Commissioner
P.O. Box 400
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

Vel
State of Nefo Jersey

August 7, 1998

Robert L. Callegari

US Army Corps of Engineers
Wanamaker Building

100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3391

Dear Mr. Callegari:

This serves to respond to your July 31,1998 inquiry about the draft scope of work for the “Great Egg
Harbor Inlet to Townsend Inlet, New Jersey Feasibility Study”. Specifically, your request is for the
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife [DFGW] to provide input on: a) the proposed benthic sampling
program; and, b) the selection of proposed offshore borrow areas relative to our concerns about surf clams
and prime fishing areas. This latter information will weigh heavily on decisions made relative to the
regulatory authority of the state’s Land Use Regulation Program [i.e. Federal Consistency].

Benthic Sampling Program
In regard to the benthic sampling program, the DFGW supports the sampling effort described and does not

have any major concerns or recommendations. In fact, the results of the proposed benthic sampling will be
important information for more detailed future comments regarding shellfish [surf clams] and this project.
We ask that the data from the sampling, even in raw form, be supplied to our Bureau of Shellfisheries for
consideration [see shellfish comments below].

Relative to the inshore impacts of burial by beach nourishment, we note that an additional area of
discussion beyond the proposed program is needed. As indicated in prior correspondence, loss of habitat
type / diversity [i.e. jetties] and losses to shore-based recreational fishing activities [i.e. lost access on
jetties to deeper water; lost attraction of fish to rock communities for recreational fishing] would also need
to be considered and should be evaluated as part of a sampling program.

Borrow Areas - Shellfisheries

‘With regard to the offshore borrow areas and shellfish, we note that the surf clam inventories in the study
area show that, although low, stocks have recently [1996 / 1997} improved. Increased surf clam production
appears to be the trend off of Cape May, however, current data is not abundant enough or specific enough
to afford us the luxury of placing selection priorities on the borrow sites indicated. Therefore, as inferred
above, the proposed benthic sampling program may provide the needed insight into the final selection of
preferred or opposed borrow areas.

Borrow Areas - Marine Finfish

In regard to the offshore borrow areas and marine finfish, we note that some of the proposed sites [lumps]
are specifically those noted in prior correspondence [April 23, 1998 letter from L. Schmidt] to “not
consider as borrow areas”. They include L2, M3 and O1. Area L2 is the Sea Isle Lump, which is identified
as a prime fishing area in the “Blue Book” as well as in the “Anglers Guide to the United States Atlantic
Coast” by Freeman and ‘Walford (1974). Under chapter 7:7E-3.4 Prime Fishing Areas, submarine and
sand mining is prohibited in this area. Site M3 includes all of one and the majority of another lump that,

-while not technically identified as a prime fishing area, serves to attract and hold fish just as well. It too

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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should be avoided. Of the three major “lump” sites, site O1 is the least objectionable, but still includes the
tip of a ridge running parallel to shore.

Site L1 lies directly adjacent to the Sea Isle Lump (L2). Unless it can be shown that mining this site would
have no adverse effect on the continued existence of the Sea Isle Lump, it should not be mined. Site M8 is
the least objectionable of all the sites, although it too includes a small lump.

DFGW Preferences on Borrow Areas )

In reference to prior discussions about borrow areas and the DFGW’s preference in their selection, we have
emphasized that using sand from nearby inlets in the study area be investigated as a first choice. We
reiterate that preference here; both Townsends and Corson Inlets have a build-up of sand that should be
considered for beneficial use [i.e. beachfill] before establishing new borrow areas. If excess sand is
available from Great Egg Harbor Inlet after its use for the Ocean City beachfill, then this inlet should also
be considered before new borrow areas.

Unless changes are shown in the results of the current benthic sampling program relative to shellfish [surf
clam] abundance, the use of the inlets as borrow sites should be followed by the selection of site M8, then
site L1[provided no adverse effects on L2] and finally site O1. Any excavation of these sites, however,
should be shaped to mimic their bottom contours / relief except that the resultant contours will be at a
deeper depth. No excavation of any site should cause a depression in the bottom that could create anoxic
conditions. This fine-tuning and contour shaping of potential borrow areas are the same suggestions made
in our recent discussions concerning the Cape May Meadows project. Sites 1.2 and M3 should no longer be
considered for borrow.

‘We hope these comments are of service to you. We appreciate this opportunity to provide information into
the selection of potential borrow sites before they are presented in formal documentation. This is precisely
the kind of coordination needed to avert future conflicts. If you require any further information, feel free to
contact me [609-984-2413] or our technical staff: John McClain {Marine Finfish; 609-748-2020] and Jeff
Normant [Shellfisheries; 609-785-0730].

Sincerely,

Andrew Didun, Supervisor
DFGW, Office of Environmental Review

c. R. McDowell, Director
R. Itchmoney, Asst. Director
B. Moore, Administrator; Engineering & Construction
L. Schmidt, Director; Program Coordination
J. McClain, Marine Fisheries
J. Normant, Shellfisheries
M. Mauriello, LURP
E. Schrading, USFWS
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CENAP-PL-E
26 AUGUST 1998
am/6562

DAY.

PASQU.
Environmental Resources Branch %
. AUG 26 1998 ZAPPLIE
LIPSK}?//

=
calidbant

Dear : ’ S

e

Versar, Inc. will be conducting environmental studies related to a US Army Corps of
Engineers sponsored shoreline protection feasibility study between Great Egg Harbor Inlet and
Townsends Inlet, New Jersey. We would appreciate it if your township would grant permission
to the Versar crew allowing them to drive their field vehicle (a standard 4X4 pickup truck) on the
beach during the last two weeks of September 1998. They will be collecting sediment samples in
the surf zone along the entire length of the barrier island, from Great Egg Harbor Inlet to
Townsends Inlet. They will contact you a week before the sampling to let you know what days
they will be driving on the beach. In addition, they will display a “beach survey” sign on their
vehicle to let the public know they are conducting official survey work.

If you intend to issue a permit or letter granting permission, please fax or mail it directly to
our contractor: )

William Burton

Versar, Inc.

9200 Rumsey Road
Columbia, Maryland 21045
410-740-6986 (office)
410-964-9200 (fax)

Any questions or concerns regarding this letter can be directed to Mr. Nathan Dayan of
the Environmental Resources Branch at (215) 656-6562. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Callegari
Chief, Planning Division

N. Dayan - CENAP-PL-E
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CENAFR-FL-E
8559/xm

19 MARCH 1999
ALENG

PASQUALE 1f
Environmental Resources Branch MAR 22 1099 L c.

Oifice of Ervirommetal Review

Neor Forsery Department of Environmental Protaction
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlifs

P.O. Box 400

Trenton, New Jersey 085250400

Dear Mr. Didon:

Enclosed for your review and comment is the draft report entitled: “An Evaluation and
Cornparison of Benthic Commuity Asseblages Within Potendial Offzhore Sand Borrow Sites
md Nessshore Placement Sites For the Great Egg Hasbor [nlet 1o Townseids Infet, New Forsey
Feasibility Study™. This study was developed based on a need to provide bassline macrobeathic
and stclnm (Spisula sofidiscing) daia and to compare several alternative sites to facititate sand
borrow site selection. This study also evalusted benthic resources located in the nearshore
subtidal and imertidal habitats in the vicinisy of Ocesn Ciny, New Jersey. Please review the draft
report and provide amy comments by 9 Aprd 1999, Questions and/or comments can be directed
1o Steve Allen of the Environmental Rescurces Branch at £215) 656-6559. Thamk-you,

Sincerely,
Raobert L. Callagari
Chief, Planning Division
Enclomure
Copy Furnished-

Mark Maucidllo, NJDEF (LURF)




CENAP-FL-E
6559/am
IPMARCH 1999

AL

PASOUALE
Eavisonmental Resoures Branch MR 22 KGO LUCAS 2

Gapma
Mr, Douglas Adamo CALEGAM

17 5. Fish and Wildhife Seyvice
ST7 Nosth Main 5t. (Bldg. D)
Pleazantville, New Jersey 08232

Deear Mr. Adamc:

Enclosed for your review and comment is the doaft report sititled: "An Evaluation and
Comperison of Benthic Community Assemblages Within Potential (Mfshoce Sand Bomow Sites
and Mearshare Placement Sites For the Great Egg Herbor Infet to Townsends Enlet, New Fersey
Feaghifity Smdy”, This stady was developed based on & need o provide baseline macrobenthic
and surfelan {Spisteda solichssimgy dats and to compare several alberrtive sites to facilfitate sand
borrow site selection, This study also evalusted benthic resources located in the nearsbiore
suabitidal and mtertidal habatats in the vicinity of Ocean City, New Jersey. FPltase review the draft
report and provide amy comments by ¢ Apail 1999, Questions andfar comments can be directed
to Steve Allen of the Emvirommmental Resources Branch at (215) 5§56-6559. Thank-you.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Callegari
Chif, Manning Divigion

Enclosure
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SBtate of Meto Fersey

Choistine Todd Whilman Department of Environmental Protection Robert . Shinm, [n
Lavgrngr Lot ioner
Divialon of Fish, Craonc amed WMk
P Boox S0
Treoon, HI kR 50400

Babest MrDowell, Direcor

April 26, 1959

Robert Callegari, Chief

U3 Army Corps of Enginesrs

Plamning Division

100 Peon Square East, Wanamaker Bldg.
Philsiclphia, PA 19107 - 3301

Deear Mr. Callegari:

This serves to respomd to your request for the Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife

[ GW] b review and comment on the draft report entitled * An Evaluation and
Companson of Benthic Community Assemblapes Within Potential Okfshore Sand
Bomow Sites and Nearshore Placement Sites For the Great Epg Harbor o Townsends
Inlet, Mew Jersey, Feasibility Study™ In general, the DFGW does not kave major
criticisms of the docvnent’s resuits / discussion, which conchudes that none of
differences [between bomow sites] would preclude an area from being used a3 o sand
source for beach replenishment activities. We do not dispute the findingz of the beach
nourishment sites. Moreover, sampling tecimiques appear 16 be comparable to the Burtan
of Shellfisheries [BSF] techriques although, for comparison purposes, the BSF questions
if Versar lined the bottom of the surf clam dredge with a 2* rebar io retain smaller clams
sines there are some skze differences, This should be explained.

The DFGW, however, does not agree with the following staterment “It is wiknown
whether dredging operations will alter the substate compesition of the bormow area to
preciude surf clam recolonization after dredging™ [page 4-4]. The dociment identifies
changes in substrate as oot potential adverse impact [the creation of anoxic bomow pits
wasg another]. Preliminary borings can surely determine if the degree / depth of dredging
propased at 2 specific borrow area will remove the existing substrate and expose a
different one or one of leszer suitability. Borrow area selection and the depth f degree of
dredging should specifically avoid locations whete changes in substrate oype would
ooour, partrcularly if those changes result in unmurtables substrates, Dredging should alse
avnid the creation of anoxic borrow pits [a= noted i the report].

In regand to the borrow areas analyzed in this document and the prefemred bormow arsas
noted m the DFGW?'s Jast Letter of Augnst 7, 1999, we are concetned about the
implications of thiz document. That is, some borrow sites that we recommended for
avoidance [Area M3, now Area M] or svoidance with precaations farea L1, now Area L]

Recyoied Paper
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were analyzed. yet arcas we recommended for use, snch as the mlet 2reas [Towmnsends
and Corson inlets] and Axea ME, were not stadied at 51l in the benthic analysiz. The
DFGW 15, therefors, concerped that all of the viabls / possible bosrow sites are not being
considered. I the salection of a borrow area is based heavily on this éocuamvent, fm thas
documetit is incomplets.

As a reminder, the DFGW reiterates / clarifies its position on the preferred borrow sites
for the Great Egg Harbor 'nlet to Townsends Indet Project:
1) sefert Townsends and / or Corson Inlets to remave their built-up sands [3f suitable]
before estahlishing new bOrmow areas;
2™ if excess sand is availahle from Great Egg Harbor Inlet after its use for Ocean City
beachfill, thet vse this site before establishing pew barrow sites:
3™ combination of i and 2 above;
4™) select proposer bomrow areas in the following order of acceptability:

aj site M8; and smy combination aboves

b} site 01; and any combination abawe;

¢) site L1 [provided there is no adverse impact to the adjacent S#a Isls Eanmp}
Original sites 1.2 {Sea Isle Lump] and M3 [now Arse M) were not recommended for
bosrow. Site E2 is a Prime Fishing Area and M3 attracts and bolds fish / biota just as weil
a5 a Prime Fishing Area bt is techaieally not identified a5 one in “Anglers Guide to the
Uhfted States Atlantic Coast™ by Freemar and Walford (1974). The S¢a lsle Lurp and
Area M are still recommended by the DFGW for elbmination a3 bormonw sites,

We hape thiz information is of zervice to you. Thank you for this spporunity to
comment. H you tequire any further informatien, teel free to contact me [609-984-2413],
John MeClain [darine Fish; £04-748-2020] or Jeff Normmant [Shellfish; 60%-785-0730].

Sincerely,
Andrew Didon, Supervisor
DFGW, Environmental Review
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
427 Nemth Main Stresi (BMg. D1)
Plesgamtville, Now Jeosey 08232

FP-99/019
(ER# 99/0247)

May 5, 1999

Mr. Steve Allen

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Philadelphia District

CEMAP-PL-E

Wanamaker Building

10K} Penn Sqmare East

Philadelphia, Penesylvania 19107-3390

Dwear Mr. Allen:

The 11,8, Fish 2nd Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) Notice of Imtent to Prepare 2 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), dated
March 9, 1959, for a propossd storm damage reduction project from Great Egp Harbor Inlet &
Townsends lnlet, Cape May County, New Jerscy. The Motice of Intent to Prepare a DEIS was
issued pursuant to the Mational Environmental Policy Act (83 Stat. 852; 42 U.S.C. 4321 &rf req.).
The purpose of the proposed praject is i provide shore protection and stabilization for the
communities of Ocean City, Strathmere, and $ea [sle City. The smdy area extends
approximately 24.1 kilometers and includes beaches, nearshore areas, and offshore arsas along
the coasiline. The stody area is sobject 1o severs damages due to major stoc events.

AUTHORITY

The following commenis on the proposed activity have been prepared mmder the swthority of the
Fish and Wildlife Coondination Act (48 Stat. 401, 16 1.8.C. 661 e seq.), the Endamgered Species
Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 834, as amended; 16 .5.C. 1531 er seg ), and the Mational
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, mmd are consistent with the intent of the Service’s Mitigation:

Policy (Federal Register, Wol. 46, No. 15, Jan. 23, 1981).

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES

The piping plover (Choradrius melodus), federally Hsted as threatened pursnant to the ESA
currently nests within the stody area. Specifically, the piping plover nests in Ocean City,
Strathmere, and Sea Isle City. Piping plovers nest on sandy beackes above the high tide line on
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typically located on gently sloping foredhmes, blowout arezs behind primary dunes, washower
areas ¢/ into or between dmes, ends of sandpits, sand on sites with deposits of snitable dredged
or punaped sand, -

Further consultation pursmant 10 Section F(a)(2) of the ESA will be neccrrury to ensure no
adverse Impacts on piping plovers ocour as a result of the proposed project. Other than the
Piping plover and an occasional trangient bald eagle (Hollycetus lencocephalus) o1 peregrine
falcon (Falco peregrinux), no other federally lised or proposed threatened or codangened fora o
femma mader Service forizdiction are kmown to gecur in the pmject aea,

SERVICE REVIEW

Buved on a preliminary review of the study area and fish and wildlife resources that ocenr within
the: study arez, the: Service recormmiends that e Frasihility Report and DEIS meorporate and
address the following isvucs.

1. Address all stroctoral and ron-sirucfirel alternatiees o storm damage protection

2 Evaluate appropriste sand ty-pass systems {soch a9 modifiing or notching the groins
witixin: the: praject area) 1o ensure that littoral drift enowrishes downdrift beaches, theneby
elimirating sand .

3. Address impacts on sbellfish and fnfish ar potential bormow arcas and 21 potential storm
damage protection sites and inclnde justification of bormow site selection based on
. 1 criteri

4. If dredging is proposed, Hentify proposed methods of dredging and the impact of such
dredging on sea turtles, shellfish, and finfich,

5. Identify direct, indirect, and curulative impacts on the piping plover, a federally listed
threatened and State-listed endangered species; least tem (Sterma atiffanor), a Siate-
listed endangered speciss; and, any other State-fisted species known to inhabit the stody
aren, Additionally, demify actions 1o avedid of minimize impacts on federally Listed and
“Scue-listed species.

8. Identify a monitoring program that would allow the Corps to gather information on Jong-.
term beneficiz] and adverse impacts of the proposed project on fish and wildlife
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Repot and INEIS. Shedd you have any qoeshions regarding these comments, please contact
John Staples or Eric Sclwading of ray stafF at (£09) $46-5310,

A N
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USs Army Corps Wanemeker Building

of Enginaeears 100 Penn Scpiare East

Philzcelpig District Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390
Fax Cover Sheet

FAX Number: (609) 984-1414
DATE: 30 July 1999

TO: Mr. Andrew Didun
Lacation: NJDEF Div. FGW
Telephone Nomber: (609) 984-2413

FROM: Steve Allen

Loecation: Environmental Resources Branch

Telephone Mumber: (215) 656-6559

Fax Number: (215) 656-6543

E-Mazil Address: stevend alleni@napll.usace.army.mil

Remarks:
GREAT EGG TO TOWNSENDS INLET POTENTIAL SAND
BORROW AREAS

Attached are revised borrow area dimensions under consideration. 'We would
like to discuss our options for utilization. Please take a look at the map and
accompanying description and give me a call to discess. I can be reached at
the above number, Thanks.

Number of Pages: 3 (including cover sheet)

ATTENTRN
DO ROT FROCESS, STORE, OF TRANSMIT CLASSIFIED INFORMATIQN 0N INSECURED TELECOMMIUNICATIONS
SYSTEMS. OFFICIAL DOD INCLUDING FACAMILY MACHINES, ARE SUBJECT TO
MHONTEORING TELFCOMMUNICATIONE SECURETY MOKTTCRING AT ALL TDMES 1SE OF THIS 3YSTEM
CONSTTITUTES CONSENT TO TELECOMMIUNHCATIONS SECHRTTY MOMITORING.
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Allan, Stevan D NAP

From: Andy Cadun (AR DUNGdep.state. nj.us]
Bemnt: Tussday, August 10, 1999 5:09 PM
To: steven.d stendbrapds usace_ammy.mil
Suhlact: Stewe:

Steve:

Rs: Great Egg Harbor to Townsends Inlet— Potential Borrow Areas

After consuleing with boch Marine Finfish and Shellflsh, wa bave reached the following
concluzivos about your July
30, 1993 FRZ aod the phone conversation we [you & I bad following the FRX:

1} there i= ng styvng oppositicon e the uwae of ME or the npaw L2 boerrow sites [depemding on
panthic cesults);

2) there is no strong opposition to tha proposed shoreward expaniion of L1 3ike provided
it doea mot extend Inte

the nearby "Fingwr™ aceas Sucther in towapd the shore [agaln, depending on benthic
ragulta] ;

3} we caonot support the idea of borcowing from arsund or nenr the impercant fishercy
lnmpes, that 1a, the expansion

area= ghown arcounf M2 and 12 / Ll [except as noted in #2 abowve for the L1 edpansion) ; we
have grave Concerns -

about the stability of the lumps amd gquestlon what impecte to the lumps themzelwves might
ragult from the removal of

send in close proximdty to them.

Hope this helps. If you have woke, feel free to oontact me at 505-384-2413 or FAR &02-984-
14314 ox BE=-mail
scichinlden. stake.nj. . us
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US Army Corps YWanamaker Building

of Enginaers 100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia District Philadelptia, PA 13107-33580
Fax Cover Sheet

FAX Number: (609) 984-1408/(609) 748-2032/
(609) 984-1414
DATE: 24 September 1999

TO: Mr. Jim Joseph/Mr. Jeif Normant/

Mr. Andrew Didun
Location; NJDEP Div, FGW
Telephone Number: (609 292-3093/{609) 748-2040f
(60%) 984-2413

FROM: Sieve Allen

Location: Environmental Resources Branch

Telephone Number: (215} 656-6559

Fax Number: (215) 656-6543

E-Mail Address: steven.d.allen@map2 usace.army. mil

Remarks:
GREAT EGG HARBOR INLET TO TOWNSENDS INLET FEASIRILATY STUDY

Attached $2 2 s0ope of work o copduct beothh: and clal sucfclam investigation for pewly identified
and barrow abies, A3 Yon may ko, we elninatad te gites (M3 aad LZ) based on flabarkes concerna. We
added pew sltes (a lemdward expansion of L1, L3, M and Corson’s Inket). Theas new sites wern provided
previcauly vis fux s M. Didun (Eated 30 July 1999). A prediminary book, at these sites cevealed no major
ohjections. The benthic! sarfelans sanpling protocels are baieally the yapee 29 the previcns investigation oo ihe
gihier sites with the exception that sar wuoplivy hodget can only acoommodaie benthk sampling densltisr 2t 1
pex every 32 sores and A0+ B (refeveses areash surf claou tows over a crminlative tocal of 3,879 acres. Surfclam
sampling for the previors sites was done i a depsity of 40+ 6 (refereace shies) aver 2 cumelative total of 1,999
avres, Pleass review the scope of work and provide me with say comments by Octabee 1, 1999, If you have any
questiony, please plve vt & call. Your acbeation 1o thiy Iy greaily apprecisted.

Mumiber of Pages: 10 (vedudig cover sheet}

ATTENTICH{:
D KOT FROCESS, STORE, OR TRANSMIT CLASHPTED INFORMATION ON UNG ECTRED TELECCMMIUNICAT IONS
SYSTEMA OFFICLAL DOD TELECOMMUNICATIONS FYSTEMS, INCLUIMIG FACSIMILE MACHIKES, ARE SUEIECT TO
MORTTORIHG FOR TELEOUMMENICATIORS SECURCTY MONITORING AT ALL TIMES HSE OF THES SYATEM
CONETTITUTES OCONEENT TO TELEOOMMUNK_ATIONS SECURITY MONITORING.
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Allen, Steven D NAP
From: Khaked. BassimgBmmes.gov .
Besrl: Manday, Septamber 27, 1996 5:00 AM
Tae steven d_alendinapl? wssce amrmy.mil
Ge: Roger.amatofmms.gov; boruckenZimmes.gov
Subjact: SOV for Sand Skes - Greal EQQ Lo Townsends, M)
Hl Steve —

I work with Barry Druckepr at ¥MMS: I em the blelaglet for the Maripe Minerals
Aotivities Division.

I had a chanca te lock ower the 50H. Tt lcoks comprehensive. I don't forsee a
problem with the 32 acee sample spacing, gilwen the extensiwe analysis that will
be parformed.

I just have 2 mqueationsg, and one request:

1] where zre the reference aites located?

2] Will there be zny efforts made te consult with WMFS on Fssential Fish Habitat
and/or correlate the surfclam areas with desigoated EFE for surfclam?

And the regqueat: could you please Fforward teo me the coordinates of the
boundacics of the propossd borrew areas in LAT/IONG?

We gppreciate rhe heada=-uwp, and I look forward to further copsmnnication.
Sincaraly, .

Khaled M. Bassim

Biclogical Oceanwographer, International Activitiea and Marine Minerals Division
U.5. Minaerals Hanagament Service

351 Elden Street, M3 2030

Berndenh, VA 20170

Fhone: (703} 787T-1300
FAX: (702} T87-1284
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Allen, Steven D NAP
From: Alien, Steven D NAPILZ
Sant: Wednesday, October 13, 1959 3:08 FM
Tae ’ "enita.iponeliagfhnoas.pov'
Subject: Greal Egg Harbar Inket to Towmsands nkat, MJ Foasiblity Stucy

Dear Anita,

Thaak you for explaining the EFH process to o and applyving i 1o this snidy. Az we discuzzed, aitached iz the
soope of work for the bexthac sl investigation for the proposed sand borcow sites for the above referenced
project. These homrow sites are being propoesed as a result from eoordmstion with NJIDEP Div. of Fish, Game
and WildEfe where previcusly proposed sites were sbandoned due to fisheries concerns. Please review the scope
of work and provide me sny comments by Friday, 15 October 1999, 1 apologize for the short notice. If you
have mvy questions, please contact me at {215) 656-653%. Thank vou.

Steve Allen
Enwircnmertal Resowntes Branch

P 5. Tl be Faitg a baord copy that will have the owp figures attached,

w]

Haw B i, dow
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Allen, Steven D NAP

From: Robert Raid {rraiddlsh.nmfs.gov]

sent: Monday, October 18, 1953 9:24 AM

To: Steven_ D Allenfixsace amy mil; Anita Riporisila
Suhjact: Benthos of Bomow Sites

Hi Stewve,

I'm & benthic scologist at the HMES Howard Lab, NJ. Anita Riportella
aszknd me to seand you any coments on the draft scope of work for
agzeasing borrow aitea from Great Egg to Townmsemwds Inlet.

Cyerall, the proposed assassiant looks Fairly thooough and
coaprehensive. The #& wvery large {1f (.4m2 lan't a typo) benthic
samples, gcreened to (.5om, may even be owverklll, and should he quite
Sxpensive atd time—consuming to andiyse. But I <don't have the
Btatistical expeartisze to say whether there's a mera efficient way to do
that part of the project. I do have aome concern that cnly the top 10
taxa "by numerical count andfor Biomass™ (that leaves come wiggle room
-will both abundance and bivmazs be conziderwd7?) will bw IDed to
apacies. I haven't asen that approach weed, and don't knew if it will
yield Ypublizhable® info asm stated. I slac don't know 1f 1t's walid teo
calovlate diversity indices, "species™ richness etc. vwhen the top 10
specios are IDwd and the rest are grouped by class or phylum [should say
"claas where peoszible, or phylum®™?}.

The surf clam assessment looks fine. I assute that will be done after
the benthic= sampling, sc the benthos isn't disturbsd baform sampiling it.

Have you been comparing notes with Hew York Dietrict COE? They'wve done
a good deal of similar work off northern NJ labely, and may have
daveloped good methodn. The data might be maorea valuable if similar
collestion and analyzis methods were used for the antire coast,
pecitting heoader coxpacizons., I think ¥YD has done the YBRATT
analysis of trophic value of benthos off the aorthern coast; daka from
that should he helpful in determining the value of benthos at your
sites. And Frank Steimle of cur lah has & wealth of data an forage
valus of local Danthos.

Sinceraly,
Bob Reid
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Allen, Stevan D NAP

From: Allen, Steven £ NAPOZ

Sant- Monday, October 18, 1908 5:18 PM
To: 'Robeert Bed'; Anvta Riporkslla
Subject RE: Bonlhos of Bormow Siles

Bek,

Thank vou for revlewing the ascope of work. I'm glad that you rzviewsd it because
yau caught ews ercors that I wmust have overlooked. You ara corract in stating that a 0.4
sq m dredge would be excessively larga (I would feal sorry For tha poor perzon whe would
bhawve to 1ift iti). It shouwld have zaid .04 aq.m. Thiz sampler 12 a "voung® saspler, apd
in the past we may hawve called it & "Young-Mocdified van—Veesn Samplec®™. Alse, the
taxonomiec icdwntification lavels werx incorzect. We normally require taxonocmic
identification down to szpecies or lewest group possible for all aspecimens in the sample
{Somehow the tep 10 specles specification slipped by me. I think I accidencally pulled lb
in from another soope that I was using &3 2 “poiler plate™. 711 make surte that I change
it). Therefore., the statistical analyses will be more valid with id's down to speciea or
leowest poasibkle greupdng for the entirse sample..

The methodology for this scope is similac to other Benthic studiez for other Fhila. Dist.
ghore protection atwdies comducted along the HI Cocast. Therae is a large bedy of data
anzociatred wlrh rhege other =ztudies rhat can offer good comparlzonz. Howewer, T willl see
where we <an inbegrate some of the simllarities in the work that New Yerk Dlsteict has
been dolog.

Again, Thank you wvery smch for veviewing the scope under shert-motlee. If you hawve any
gquasticns, please call me 4t {215) S55-855%.
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United States Department of the Interior

MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE )
Washington, DC 20240 U.S. Department of the Infericr

1829199 g)

0CT 1 4 1999

Mr. Carmen Zappile

Department of the Army

Philadelphia District, Corps of Engineers
Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106-3391

Dear Mr. Zappile:

I received a letter on October 6, 1999, from Robert Callegari advising the Minerals
Management Service that sand from the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) may be needed
for the proposed Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Inlet shore protection project and
initiating coordination between our respective offices for use of the sand.  We look
forward to working with you in the environmental review of the proposed borrow areas
and preparation of a project-specific Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) as required by
the OCS Lands Act.

I have enclosed copies of the general MOA established with the Army Corps of
Engineers which outlines the procedures for use of OCS sand and our policy and
guidelines for National Environmental Policy Act requirements. As stated in the MOA, I
would suggest that we meet after you have reviewed this information to go over any site
specific needs, compare each agency’s environmental data at the sites, and answer
questions.

If you have questions or need additional 1nformat10n contact me at (703) 787-1282 or

E-mail to Roger.Amato@mms.gov.

Sincerely,

W

Roger Amato
Physical Scientist

Enclosures
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655sda
20 JUN 2000
msm
JoEmsoN <
SUBJECT: Review Benthic Report for Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends New 7o
Jersey Feaxibillity Stady. GART
{Se¢ Distribution List Atinched)
Degr

Enclesed for your reviews and comment is the drafi report entitled; “An Evaluatien and
Comparison of Benthic Commumity Assemblages Within New Potential Offshore Sznd Bomow
Sites For the Great Egg Harbor Inlet to Townsends Tnlet, Mew Jersey Feaubility Study™. This
benthic: study was developed based on g need to provide baselme macrobenthic and sorfelam
{Spisuln sofidierinen) data and to compare several aliemative sites 1o facilitate sand borrow site
selection for the beach berm and dune restoration alternztive. Please review the draft report and
prawide any comements By Tuly 15, 2000. Questions and/or comments cen be directed to Stews
Allen of the Emvironrmental Resources Branch of {215) 656-6552. Thank-vyoua.

Sincercly,

Rabert L. Callegari
Chief, Planping Division

Enclosure
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Qffice of Enviromment:l Feview

Mew Jersey Departmwnt of Environmeatal Protection
Divigion of Fish, Game and Wildkife

PO Box 400

Trentan, New Jersey 086250400

Mr. Douglas Adapw

11.5. Fish and Wiidlife Service
977 North Muain 5t. (Bldg D}
Plegsantrville, NJ 08232

Mz Anita Riportedla
Mational Marme Fisheries Service
Sandy Hook Labomatory
Highlands, M} 07732

M, Khaled M. Basam

Biolagical Ocsanographes, Intemational Activities and Marme Minerals Division
E1.E. Mmerals Management Service

381 Elden Steeet, MS 4030

Hermdon, VA 20170
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State of Hefr Perzey

Christine Todd Whitman Department of Environmental Protection Robart £, Shinn, Jr
Govemor Comam it e
M} [rimigion of Figh cnd BRLRGE
Fi) Boc 400
Tirpartar, N OR6ZT
Rt LeDhnaeli, Direcior
July 14, 2000
Roben L. Callegari
{I8 Army Corps of Engineers

Wanamaker Boikling, 100 Penn Square Bast
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-33%0

Dear Mr. Calfegari,

This iz in response to your letter requesting the NJ Division of Fich and Wildlife [DEFW]
1o review and comment oo the draft report “An Evafuation ard Cowgrarison: of Benfic
Cammurity Assemblages Within New Patential Offshore Sand Borrow Sites for the Grear
Ege Harbar Inlet to Townsends Inlel, New Jersey, Feasibility Study" prepared by Versar,
Inc. Our Burean of Shellfisheries [BSF] staff has reviewed the report and found the data
presentsd on st clam sbocks within each potential borrow area comparshle to data
collected by the BSF during it anoal sarf’ clon invetory survey.  However, we are
comoerned that Versar compared their small-localized sampling areas to a broad region
1.« Cape May Inlet to Great Egg Harbor Inlet] that was sampled by the BSF in 1996
Due to varying phiysical and environmental conditions that influence the distributon of
surf ciam populations throughout this repion, this cotapatison ig inappropriate. Versar
should compare their data to the data we collected within / near the sindy sites.

Thank you for the oppoctunity to comment oo fhis draft repert. If vou have any questions
reganding this issae, please contect Mr. Jeffrey Mommant in the BSF at (6090 748-2040.

Siocercly,
(R N Ruos
Robert MeDowell, Director b
Devizzon of Fish and Wildlife

c. T. McCloy, 1. Joseph, A. Didun, J. Nommaet, 5. Alien [ACOE],

New fecrry i wn gl Oppenamitly Bxpdoyer
Rerpcipd Papur
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