THIS IS NOT A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Public Notice

US Army Corps

of Engineers. Zﬂggog Nr‘a)' 2007-0261 Date

Philadelphia District - _ JUL 03 2008
Wanamaker Building Application No. File No.

100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 In Reply Refer to:

ATTN: CENAP-OP-R REGULATORY BRANCH

This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and recommendations from the public
concerning issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the work described below.

APPLICANT:  R.C. Peoples, Incorporated

AGENT: Ms. Jodi Kerstetter
Environmental Scientist
JCM Environmental
100 Lake Drive, Suite 3
Newark, Delaware 19702

WATERWAY: Dragon Creek and Belltown Run.

LOCATION: The project is located on the property along Woods Road and Mansion Farm
Drive, known as tax parcel number 11-38.00-21.00, in New Castle County, Delaware.

ACTIVITY: The applicant proposes to place clean fill material within Waters and
Wetlands of the United States (U.S.) in order to widen an existing access road, construct a new
culvert road crossing, install a sanitary sewer pumping station, and widen Woods Road due to
the construction of a two hundred thirty one (231) lot residential subdivision, as shown on the
enclosed plans E-1 through E-11.

The widening of the existing access road (Paradise Parkway) would provide for the main
entrance into the subdivision from Woods Road. The widening activities would include the
installation of three new culverts with rip-rap aprons, and fill within palustrine forested wetlands.
The new culverts would convey stormwater off of the new access road and/or Paradise Parkway,
and maintain the hydrologic connection between the two existing wetlands.

A total of 0.474 acres of waters and wetlands of the U.S. would be impacted due to the above
stated activities. During the processing of the permit application, project impacts within waters
and wetlands of the U.S. have been avoided and minimized from 0.616 acres to 0.474 acres, due
to the installation of a retaining wall along the proposed Paradise Parkway, by the installation of
a culvert road crossing on the proposed Sweet Briar Drive, and by the relocation of a proposed
inlet and storinwater pipe near the new pumping station.
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Temporary impacts within waters or wetlands were not proposed.

At this time, a mitigation/compensation proposal has been submitted to this office to construct
and/or establish approximately 1.30 acres of palustrine forested wetlands, to compensate for
unavoidable adverse impacts within waters and wetlands of the U.S. Plans E-1 and E-14 show
the location of the mitigation site and the proposed construction plan, respectively. The
proposed compensation site is located off-site on an adjacent property, tax parcel number
11-038.00-052. The compensation site is located within the Dragon Creek watershed, in which

all of the wetland impacts on the project site occur. The proposal provides for greater than a 2 to
1 compensation ratio.

In additon to the above stated impacts within waters and wetlands of the U.S., the applicant
proposes to construct a pedestrian pathway within the subdivision. As shown on plans E-12 and
13, this pathway would cross an area of wetlands and extend off property. The applicant
proposes to the construct an elevated bridge structure over the wetlands. During the processing
of the permit application, the width of the elevated bridge crossing the wetlands has been
reduced from 10 feet to 7 feet, 4 inches, with steel piling, to minimize impacts. It is the
understanding of this office that the remaining pathway may become part of the New Castle
County Greenway path. The connection of the proposed pathway would be performed by New
Castle County, and may require a Department of the Army permit. No impacts to wetlands
would occur for the construction of the pathway to the property boundary.

PURPOSE:  The project would include widening an existing access road, constructing a new
road crossing, and installing a sanitary sewer pumping station, for the purpose of providing
access and infrastructure for the proposed residential subdivision.

A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed work would not affect
listed species or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as
amended. As the evaluation of this application continues, additional information may become
available which could modify this preliminary determination.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the activity's
probable impact including its cumulative impacts on the public interest. The decision will reflect
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the work will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values,
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production,
mineral needs and welfare of the people. A Department of the Army permit will be granted
unless the District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public interest.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species,
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historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest
factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall
public interest of the proposed activity.

Comments on the proposed work should be submitted, in writing, within 30 days to the
District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building,
100 Penn Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390.

Review of the National Register of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties
or properties listed as eligible for inclusion therein are located within the permit area of the work.

In accordance with Section 307(c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972,
applicants for Federal Licenses or Permits to conduct an activity affecting land or water uses in a
State's coastal zone must provide certification that the activity complies with the State's Coastal
Zone Management Program. The applicant has stated that the proposed activity complies with
and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the approved State Coastal Zone
Management (CZM) Program. No permit will be issued until the State has concurred with the
applicant's certification or has waived its right to do so. Comments concerning the impact of the
proposed and/or existing activity on the State's coastal zone should be sent to this office, with a
copy to the State's Office of Coastal Zone Management.

At this time, The Delaware Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control has

determined that the project is consistent with its Delaware Coastal Zone Management Program
(CZM.)

In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate is
necessary from the State government in which the work is located. Any comments concerning
the work described above which relate to Water Quality considerations should be sent to this
office with a copy to the State.

At this time, The Delaware Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control has
issued a Water Quality Certificate for the above mentioned project.

The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a
public hearing shall state in writing, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.
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Additional information concerning this permit application may be obtained by calling
Bryan P. Bellacima at (215) 656-6732 between the hours of 1:00 and 3:30 p.m. or writing this

office at the above address.

7%

¥¥tank J. Cianfrani
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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