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PUBLIC NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO ALTER A 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS PROJECT UNDER SECTION 408 
 
TITLE: Cape May County – Rehabilitate 96th Street (CR 657) Bridge Structure Number 0500-
006 sited at the Great Channel Portion of the New Jersey Intracoastal Waterway Federal 
Navigation Channel in the Borough of Stone Harbor, Cape May County, New Jersey 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: 408-NAP-2023-0012 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE COMMENT PERIOD: 
 
Begins: 12 July 2024 

 
Expires: 12 August 2024 
 
Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a Department 
of the Army Section 408 permission for certain work at or near a federal project of the United 
States, as described below and shown on attached figures. Written comments are being 
solicited from anyone having an interest in the requested alteration.  Comments will become 
part of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE’s) administrative record and will be 
considered in determining whether to approve the request.  Comments supporting, opposing, 
or identifying concerns that should be considered by the USACE in its decision process are 
all welcome.   
 
This public notice is not a paid advertisement and is for public information only. Issuance of 
this notice does not imply USACE endorsement of the project as described. 
 

1. REQUESTOR: In compliance with 33 USC 408 (Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899; hereinafter Section 408), Cape May County has requested permission to 
rehabilitate 96th Street (CR 657) Bridge Structure Number 0500-006, which is sited at the 
Great Channel Portion of the New Jersey Intracoastal Waterway Federal Navigation 
Channel. 
 
2. LOCATION: The proposed project is sited at the Great Channel Portion of the New 
Jersey Intracoastal Waterway Federal Navigation Channel in the Borough of Stone Harbor, 
Cape May County, New Jersey, at approximate coordinates 39.056987, -74.765333. 
 
3. LOCATION MAP(S)/DRAWING(S): Please see attached Project Plan Sheets 1-202. 
 
4. REQUESTOR’S PROPOSED ACTION: As stated in the Section 408 Submittal Package 
provided by the requestor, the proposed action entails the following: 
 



Page 2 of 5 
 

•  Replacing the existing main span with a new double leaf, simple trunnion bascule span 
utilizing electromechanical gear train assemblies. 

o The bascule span will be widened to match the cross-section of the existing 
approach spans, allowing 5.0-foot wide shoulders for potential future bike lane 
use, and a 6.0-foot wide sidewalk on each fascia to coincide with 11.0-foot wide 
traffic lanes in each direction (this is an increase of 8.0-feet in the roadway 
portion of the section, approximately 17.0-feet in total widening of the cross-
section). New traffic barriers/railings will be installed at the curb line. 

o The bascule span was set to a similar length of the existing, allowing 
approximately 51.0-feet of horizontal clearance for the channel compared to 
approximately 50.0-feet of existing horizontal clearance. The vertical clearance 
and general appearances will be similar to the existing structure. 

o A double leaf, simple trunnion span will appear and operate substantially similar 
to the existing span to satisfy the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Office 
(NJSHPO) while also remaining respectful of the aesthetics and history of this 
prominent crossing. This movable bridge type is also common throughout the 
County and the State, simplifying maintenance for County staff. 

o The new deck will be a closed deck system (concrete surface) to reduce 
corrosion of structural components below. New foundations/piers and a new 
submarine cable to power the bridge systems will also be provided for the 
replacement of the main span. The intent is to perform much of the foundation 
work outside the footprint of the existing bridge to reduce impacts to traffic. 
These are some of the most time intensive activities, and such accommodations 
will minimize impacts to traffic. 

o To avoid long-term closures of the bridge to vehicular traffic, a fixed temporary 
bridge crossing is anticipated to be installed during construction while critical 
elements of the new bascule span are being constructed. The intent is to prevent 
traffic detours of more than sixty (60) days at a given time during off-peak 
seasons and avoid vehicular detours during the peak summer season. It is 
anticipated that smaller vessels will be allowed to pass underneath the 
temporary fixed span. 

• A new, strengthened, and resilient fender system will be installed in the navigable 
channel. The fender system will be extended further beyond the limits of the new piers 
to allow for channelization of vessels prior to the main span’s pier/foundation 
components. 

• A new pre-stressed adjacent box beam superstructure in Span #14 raised 12.0-inches 
at the abutment. 

o This will address the deficient condition of the superstructure as well as minimize 
the risk of future deterioration by increasing clearance above water. 

o This superstructure type will maintain aesthetic consistency between existing 
approach spans. 

o This will reduce flooding on the bridge as the approach roadways are exposed 
to flood events. 

o This improves resiliency of the low-clearance span especially in consideration of 
future sea level rise. 

• Raising of Span #1 12.0-inches at the abutment. 
o This will reduce flooding on the bridge as the approach roadways are exposed 

to flood events. 
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o This will minimize risk of future deterioration by increasing clearance above 
water. 

o This improves resiliency of the low clearance span especially in consideration of 
future sea level rise. 

• Replacement of the flanking spans immediately adjacent to the bascule span. 
o A similar pre-stressed concrete structure type similar to Span #14 is anticipated. 
o Directly over the counterweights where space is limited, steel framing and 

exodermic decking is anticipated. 
• A new 6.0-foot wide sidewalk along the North fascia. 

o This will provide pedestrian connectivity along both fascias of the structure and 
allow County staff safer access to the bridge house. New pedestrian railings will 
be installed to coincide with this element. 

o This also improves pedestrian safety by no longer having pedestrians needing 
to cross the County Road at the base of the bridge where sightlines are limited. 

• New warning gates and traffic signals. 
o An upgraded movable span safety system will serve to alert vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic of span openings with modern warning gates built to withstand 
extreme wind loads. These gates would not be expected to stop a vehicle in a 
head-on collision. 

• Proposed scour countermeasures at the East abutment. 
o Scour countermeasures to protect the abutment and mitigate risks from large 

storm events. 
• Partial depth removal and reconstruction of the existing approach span deck within the 

roadway. 
 

5. REGULATORY AUTHORITY: This request will be reviewed according to the provisions 
of Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 408).  A requestor has the 
responsibility to acquire all other permissions or authorizations required by federal, state, 
and local laws or regulations, including any required permits from the USACE Regulatory 
Program under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403), Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC Section 1344) and/or Section 103 of the Marine 
Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (33 USC 1413).  Any Section 10/404/103 
permit decision associated with the proposed alteration is separate from and will not be 
included in the Section 408 permission decision. An approval under Section 408 does not 
grant any property rights or exclusive privileges nor does it authorize any injury to the 
property or rights of others. 
 
6. ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE: A decision on a Section 408 request is a federal 
action, and therefore subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other 
environmental compliance requirements. While ensuring compliance is the responsibility of 
USACE, the requester is providing all information that the Philadelphia District identifies as 
necessary to satisfy all applicable federal laws, executive orders, regulations, policies, and 
ordinances. Based on information provided by the applicant to date, current Corps 
regulations governing NEPA implementation, and/or the contents of existing NEPA 
documentation if available, it is likely that the proposed action will be determined to be 
categorically excluded from the need to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This determination will be finalized following 
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completion of agency coordination and prior to issuance of the Section 408 Permission 
Decision.  
 
7. EVALUATION: As part of its evaluation, USACE will first make a determination that the 
submittal from the requestor is complete.  The Philadelphia District is working closely with 
the requestor to ensure that all required technical plans, maps, drawings, and specifications 
are provided and are complete. Once the package is complete, a District-led review will be 
conducted to determine, in accordance with Engineering Circular (EC) 1165-2-216, whether 
the proposed alteration will impair the usefulness of the USACE Project or be injurious to 
the public interest, as follows: 
 

A. Impair the Usefulness of the Project Determination. The Philadelphia District’s 
Section 408 review team will determine if the proposed alteration will limit the ability 
of the federally authorized project to function as authorized, or will compromise or 
change any authorized project conditions, purposes or outputs.   
 

B. Injurious to the Public Interest Determination. Proposed alterations will be reviewed 
to determine the probable impacts, including cumulative impacts, on the public 
interest. Evaluation of the probable impacts that the proposed alteration to the 
USACE project may have on the public interest requires a careful weighing of all 
those factors that are relevant in each particular case.  Factors that may be relevant 
to the public interest depend upon the type of USACE project being altered and 
may include, but are not limited to, such things as conservation, economic 
development, historic properties, cultural resources, environmental impacts, water 
supply, water quality, flood hazards, floodplains, residual risk, induced damages, 
navigation, shore erosion or accretion, and recreation. The decision whether to 
approve an alteration will be determined by the consideration of whether benefits 
are commensurate with risks. If the potential detriments are found to outweigh the 
potential benefits, then it may be determined that the proposed alteration is 
injurious to the public interest. 
 

8. SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS: The USACE is soliciting comments from the public; 
federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties 
in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of the proposed activity. Any comments 
received will be considered by USACE to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, 
or deny a permission for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to 
assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above. Comments are 
considered in making a final determination whether the proposed action will be 
categorically excluded from the need to prepare further NEPA documentation.  
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine 
the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

 
A. It should be noted that materials submitted as part of the Section 408 request 

become part of the public record and are thus available to the general public under 
the procedures of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Individuals may submit a 
written request to the Philadelphia District Corps of Engineers, Office of Counsel to 
obtain copies of said materials under the FOIA. 
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B. It is presumed that all parties viewing this notice will wish to respond to this public 

notice; therefore, a lack of response will be interpreted as meaning that there is no 
objection to the project as described. 

 
9. COMMENT SUBMISSION AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Written comments 
on the described work should reference the USACE Public Notice Identification Number 
found on the first page of this notice. Comments must reach this office no later than the 
stated expiration date of the Public Notice to become part of the record and be 
considered in the decision. Comments or requests for additional information should be 
emailed or mailed to the following address: 

 

Email: Bishel.Baby@usace.army.mil  
Mailing Address:  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
Philadelphia District  
Attn: Bishel B. Baby  
1650 Arch Street, 7th Floor  
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2004 
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