PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers.  ppjicant: Published: October 20, 2025
Michael O’Connor Expires: November 19, 2025
Oceanport, LLC

Philadelphia District
Permit Application No. NAP-2025-00344-86

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Philadelphia District of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) and/or Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403). The purpose of this public notice
is to solicit comments from the public regarding the work described below:

APPLICANT: Michael O’Connor
Oceanport, LLC
6200 Philadelphia Pike
Claymont, Delaware 19703

AGENT: Clare Mueller
S.T. Hudson Engineers, Inc
900 Dudley Avenue
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United States
and navigable waters of the United States associated with the Delaware River. The
project/review area is located to the west of Philadelphia Pike (US 13); at Latitude
39.805743 and Longitude: -75.435786; in the City of Claymont, New Castle County,
Delaware.

PROJECT PURPOSE: The project purpose is to maintain the safe and efficient loading
and unloading of cargo from maritime vessels at the Oceanport, LLC (Eastern Salt)
facility.

PROPOSED WORK: The proposed project is the maintenance dredging of the berthing
area at the Oceanport, LLC facility to -32 feet Mean Low Water (MLW) plus 2 feet of
overdredge. Approximately 11,300 cubic yards of material initially proposed to be
removed this year. The applicant proposes to dredge approximately 25,000 cubic yards
per year, with a predicted total volume of 250,000 cubic yards dredged from the
berthing area over the 10 year life of the permit. Additional dredging events may occur if
required. Maintenance dredging of the Oceanport berth is approximately 1.15 acres at
River Mile 78 on the Delaware River.



Material dredged will be disposed of at Whites Basin Rehandling Facility located in
Logan Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey. Clamshell dredging will be
conducted to remove the sediment from the berthing areas. Sediment will then be
transported by scow, bottom-dumped into a subaqueous disposal pit (Whites Basin),
and then hydraulically moved to an upland disposal basin.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant has stated that the proposed project
has been designed to avoid and minimize adverse effects on the aquatic environment to
the maximum extent practicable. Information provided in the application and on plans
indicates that there will be no discharge of dredged or fill material in waters of the
United States and as such, compensatory mitigation for the proposed structure(s)
and/or work is not proposed.

CORPS EVALUATION FACTORS: The decision whether to issue a permit will be
based on an evaluation of the activity's probable impact including its cumulative impacts
on the public interest. The decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefits which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the work must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the work will be considered including
the cumulative effects thereof. Among these factors are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife
values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs and welfare of the people.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: The District’s Cultural Resource Specialist and Tribal
Liaison is currently reviewing the proposed permit action for potential impacts to Historic
Properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places and for
potential issues concerning the Tribes. A determination of effects will be coordinated
with the State Historic Preservation Office, the Tribes and other consulting parties as
necessary.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: A preliminary review of this application indicates that
species and/or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) may be present in the action area. This office will forward this Public Notice to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and/or National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) with a request for technical assistance on whether any ESA-listed species or
their critical habitat may be present in the area which would be affected by the proposed
activity. This office will evaluate the potential effects of the proposed actions on ESA-
listed species or their critical habitat and will consult with the USFWS and/or NMFS, as
appropriate. ESA Section 7 consultation would be concluded prior to the final decision
on this permit application.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA) requires all federal agencies to consult with the NMFS for all
actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that may



adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). A preliminary review of this application
indicates that EFH is present within the project area. This office will evaluate the
potential effects of the proposed actions on EFH and will consult with NMFS, as
appropriate. Consultation would be concluded prior to the final decision on this permit
application.

SECTION 408: The applicant will not require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) because the activity, in whole or in part, would
not alter, occupy, or use a Corps Civil Works project.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate (WQC) is required from the State government in
which the work is located. Any comments concerning the work described above which
relate to Water Quality considerations should be sent to this office with a copy to the
State.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with
laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The geographic extent of aquatic
resources within the proposed project area that either are, or are presumed to be, within
the Corps jurisdiction has been verified by Corps personnel.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation
of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics,
esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food, and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the
activity on the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated
by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act or
the criteria established under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection
Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be granted unless its issuance is
found to be contrary to the public interest.

COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested parties in order to
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will
be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a
permit for this proposal. To make this determination, comments are used to assess
impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental



effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the
preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and/or an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

The Philadelphia District will receive written comments on the proposed work, as
outlined above, until November 19, 2025. Comments should be submitted electronically
via the Regulatory Request System (RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to
Genevieve Sarlo at Genevieve.T.Sarlo@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, you may submit
comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia
District, Attention: Genevieve Sarlo, 1650 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19103. Please refer to the permit application number in your comments.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice,
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing.

Digitally signed by
%M ?l/' Glenn R. Weitknecht
WC Date: 2025.10.20
11:40:11 -04'00'

FOR: Todd A. Schaible
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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