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Public Notice

US Army Corps Public Notice No. Date

of Engineers. CENAP-OPR-2018-00868-91 August 23, 2021
Philadelphia District pre——— EEN

Wanamaker Building ppication o. e No-

100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 In Reply Refer to:

ATTN: CENAP-OPR REGULATORY BRANCH

This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1988 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and recommendations from the public
concerning issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the work described below.

APPLICANT: Tobyhanna Township
105 Government Center Way
Pocono Pines, PA 18350

AGENT: Mr. Dennis Strouse
Rettew Associates, Inc.
130 Court Street, Suite 200
Williamsport, PA 17701

WATERWAY: Upper Tunkhannock Creek

LOCATION: Approximately 540 feet northwest of the intersection Stillwater Drive and
State Route 940 (Latitude/Longitude: 41.108292°N, 75.401865°W)

ACTIVITY: Tobyhanna Township is proposing a project to relocate Stillwater Drive as
part of an overall project to realign the southbound Interstate-380 (I-380) exit ramp at the
intersection of State Route 940 (SR-940) and I-380 South. The relocated Stillwater Drive will
include a signalized intersection, access to a residential community and to commercial
properties. A second access road (“Road B”) is proposed to be constructed to a commercial
property to improve access that was lost by the construction of the median. Construction of the
new access roads would require impacts to a forested wetland (Plan Sheet: “Stillwater Drive
Relocation Project Impact Plan’). Additional road work will include the construction of a median
that will affect access to commercial properties near the realigned exit ramp.

Currently, vehicles looking to access Long Pond Road from the I-380 South exit must take a
right turn followed by an immediate left turn across two lanes of traffic. Stillwater Drive is
located directly west of the I-380 South exit ramp and provides exclusive access to the Stillwater
Estates Development.
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The proposed work would realign Stillwater Drive further to the west to allow for the eventual
realignment of the I-380 South exit ramp directly across from Long Pond Road. The realigned
Stillwater Drive would end directly across from Fed Ex Drive. It would continue to provide
access to the residential community as well as the commercial properties on the north side of
State Route 940. The second access road, identified as “Road B”, is proposed to provide fuel
trucks at the gas station a safe exit from the gas station.

The location and condition of existing infrastructure, positioning of the commercial and
residential structures, and extent of wetlands in the project area would make complete avoidance
impossible. The proposed alignment was chosen to minimize wetland impacts while meeting the
needs of all interested parties.

PURPOSE: The stated purpose of the project is to improve safety and traffic flow at the I-
380/SR940 interchange. The applicant states that the current [-380 South exit ramp alignment
creates an unsafe interchange due to its location relative to the intersection of SR940, Long Pond
Road and Stillwater Drive. Vehicles exiting, [-380 South with the intent to head south on Long
Pond Road currently need to immediately cross two lanes of traffic to enter the turning lane.
With the traffic light at the intersection of Long Pond Road, SR940 and Stillwater Drive, this
area becomes congested, resulting in an unsafe travel scenario.

A review of this application indicates that the proposed work will have no effect on listed species
or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as amended.
Clearance was provided through a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) receipt.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the activity's probable
impact including its cumulative impacts on the public interest. The decision will reflect the
national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits which
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may berelevant to the work will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral
needs and welfare of the people. A Department of the Army permit will be granted unless the
District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public interest.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species,
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest
factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall
public interest of the proposed activity.
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The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the
Sustainable Fisheries Act 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult
with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all actions, or proposed actions,
permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat
(EFH). The projectis located on the Pocono Plateau in the Lehigh River Watershed, upstream of
the F.E. Walter Dam. Therefore, no anadromous fish species are able to utilize this stretch of the
Lehigh River for any of their life-stages. As such the project will have no effect on EFH.

To compensate for unavoidable adverse impacts/affects, and/or loss of 0.62 acre of Palustrine
Forested wetlands, the applicant has proposed 1.41 acres of permittee responsible mitigation. The
proposed mitigation site is located along Tamaque Lake Road, Tobyhanna Township, Monroe
County, PA (Parcel Numbers: 19-6334-00-48-612 and 19-6334-00-57-2993). The proposed
wetland mitigation site is within the same watershed as the project site (Stillwater Lake — Upper
Tunkhannock Creek (HUC 12 020401060101) Watershed). The proposed wetland mitigation
area is composed of uplandslocated adjacent to an existing large forested wetland complex that
was delineated and identified as W-191115-0820 (Plan Sheet: “Proposed Conditions for
Pocono Summit West Route 940 Improvement Project Mitigation Site, Tobyhanna Township,
Monroe County, Pennsylvania”).

In accordance with Section 307(c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, applicants for
Federal Licenses or Permits to conduct an activity affecting land or water uses in a State's coastal
zone must provide certification that the activity complies with the State's Coastal Zone
Management (CZM) Program. The project is located outside of the coastal zone. Therefore,
CZM is not required.

In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate is necessary
from the State government in which the work is located. Any comments concerning the work
described above which relate to Water Quality considerations should be sent to this office with a
copy to the State.

The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a
public hearing shall state in writing, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.

Additional information concerning this public notice may be obtained by contacting Nathan
Fronk at 267-284-6564, via email at nathan.r.fronk@usace.army.mil.

(T4 Y

Todd A. Schaible
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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ALL DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES
ARE INSTRUMENTS OF SERVICE IN RESPECT OF THE
PROJECT. THEY ARE NOT INTENDED OR REPRESENTED
TO BE SUITABLE FOR REUSE BY OWNER OR OTHERS ON
THE EXTENSIONS OF THE PROJECT OR ON ANY OTHER
PROJECT. ANY REUSE WITHOUT WRITTEN VERIFICATION
OR ADAPTATION BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES FOR THE
SPECIFIC PURPOSE INTENDED WILL BE AT OWNERS
SOLE RISK AND WITHOUT LIABILITY OR LEGAL
EXPOSURE TO PENNONI ASSOCIATES; AND OWNER
SHALL INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS PENNONI
ASSOCIATES FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES AND
EXPENSES ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING THEREFROM.
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