
 

 
Wanamaker Building 
100 Penn Square East 
Philadelphia, PA  19107-3390 
ATTN: CENAP-OPR 

Public Notice 
Public Notice No.                                      Date      
CENAP-OPR-2020-00764-86  November 18, 2020 

Application No.                                           File No. 
 

In Reply Refer to: 
REGULATORY BRANCH 

 
  This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). 
 
  The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and recommendations from the public 
concerning issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the work described below. 
 
APPLICANT:  Eugene Bailey 
      Diamond State Port Corporation (Port of Wilmington) 
      1 Hausel Road  
      Wilmington, DE 19801 
 
AGENT:        Paul Ferry 
      S.T. Hudson Engineers, Inc. 
      900 Dudley Avenue 
      Cherry Hill, NJ 08002  
 
WATERWAY:     Christina River  
 
LOCATION:  The project is located on the Christina River at the Port of Wilmington Berths, 1-
7. The address of the Port is 1 Hausel Road, Wilmington, DE 19801. Longitude and latitude of 
the Berths general location is (39.719978, -75.526553). 
 
ACTIVITY:  The applicant is requesting a 10-year maintenance dredging permit to conduct 
maintenance dredging at Berths 1-7 along the Christina River at the Port of Wilmington.  The 
dredging will be conducted hydraulically to a depth of -38 feet Mean Low Water (MLW) for Berths 
1-4 and -35 feet MLW for Berths 5-7, plus 2 feet of allowable over dredge. Total volume based 
upon previous depths and shoaling rates can be estimated at 75,000 cubic yards per year for 10 
years. The Christina River navigational channel is dredged regularly by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and dredging for this project will occur concurrently with main channel dredging. The 
dredged material will be disposed of at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Wilmington Harbor 
South and Pedricktown South confined disposal areas.  
 
        Wilmington Harbor South is an Army Corps of Engineers-managed confined disposal facility 
occupying 170 acres. It is located approximately one kilometer southeast of the dredge area along 
the Delaware River. Pedricktown South is also a confined disposal facility managed by the Army 
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Corps of Engineers. It occupies 497 acres approximately six kilometers northeast of the dredge 
area along the Delaware River. The Army Corps of Engineers will ensure that the required volume 
capacity is available at the two confined disposal sites to handle the volume of both projects 
simultaneously prior to the start of the project. 
 
PURPOSE:     The stated purpose off the proposed activity is to maintain adequate depth for the 
draft of incoming and outgoing vessels at Berths 1 -7.  
 
  A preliminary review of this application indicates that species listed under the Endangered 
Species Act or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA as amended, may be present 
in the action area. This District will forward this Public Notice to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and/or National Marine Fisheries Service with a request for technical assistance on 
whether any ESA listed species or their critical habitat may be present in the area which would 
be affected by the proposed activity. The Philadelphia District will evaluate the potential effects 
of the proposed actions on ESA listed species or their critical habitat and will consult with US 
Fish and Wildlife Service and/or NOAA Fisheries as appropriate. ESA Section 7 consultation 
will be concluded prior to the final decision on this permit application. 
 
  The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the activity's 
probable impact including its cumulative impacts on the public interest.  The decision will reflect 
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits 
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its 
reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the work will be 
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, 
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, 
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, 
mineral needs and welfare of the people.  A Department of the Army permit will be granted 
unless the District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public interest. 
 
  The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the 
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this 
proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, 
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest 
factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall 
public interest of the proposed activity. 
 
  Due to COVID-19, comments on the proposed work are encouraged to be submitted, by 
email, within 30 days to the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia 
District at PhiladelphiaDistrictRegulatory@usace.army.mil. If it is necessary to provide a paper 
copy of your comments, they should be submitted by traditional mail within 30 days to: District 
Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn 
Square East, Philadelphia Pennsylvania 19107-3390.  
 

mailto:PhiladelphiaDistrictRegulatory@usace.army.mil
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  The USACE Cultural Resource Specialist is currently reviewing the proposed permit 
action for potential impacts to Historic Properties eligible for or listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  A determination of effects will be coordinated with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, the Tribes and other consulting parties. 
 
  The Magnuson‐Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act requires all federal 
agencies to consult with the NOAA Fisheries all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, 
or undertaken by the agency that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). A 
preliminary review of this application indicates that EFH is present within the project area. The 
Philadelphia District will evaluate the potential effects of the proposed actions on EFH and will 
consult with NOAA Fisheries as appropriate. Consultation will be concluded prior to the final 
decision on this permit application. 
 
  Compensatory mitigation: Compensatory mitigation is not required by this office because 
the proposed project does not result in a loss of function and values of the waterbody.  
 
  In accordance with Section 307(c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, 
applicants for Federal Licenses or Permits to conduct an activity affecting land or water uses in a 
State's coastal zone must provide certification that the activity complies with the State's Coastal 
Zone Management Program.  The applicant has stated that the proposed activity complies with 
and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the approved State Coastal Zone 
Management (CZM) Program.  No permit will be issued until the State has concurred with the 
applicant's certification or has waived its right to do so.  Comments concerning the impact of the 
proposed and/or existing activity on the State's coastal zone should be sent to this office, with a 
copy to the State's Office of Coastal Zone Management. 
 
  In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate is 
necessary from the State government in which the work is located.  Any comments concerning 
the work described above which relate to Water Quality considerations should be sent to this 
office with a copy to the State. 
 
  The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will 
include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act. 
 
  Due to COVID-19, any person may request, by email, to the District Engineer at the 
PhiladelphiaDistrictRegulatory@usace.army.mil, within the comment period specified in this 
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a public hearing 
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. If it is necessary to 
provide a written request by traditional mail, such request should be submitted within the 
comment period specified in this notice to the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19107-3390. 
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  Additional information concerning this permit application, CENAP-OPR-2020-00764-86 
may be obtained by emailing Genevieve Sarlo at Genevieve.T.Sarlo@usace.army.mil.  
 
 
 
 
 
            Todd A. Schaible 
 Chief, Regulatory Branch 

mailto:Genevieve.T.Sarlo@usace.army.mil
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LIMIT OF DREDGING

C-1C-4

C-9 C-7

HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY NOTES:
1. THIS SURVEY MEETS STANDARDS AS OUTLINED IN CORPS OF ENGINEERS' HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY

MANUAL EM1110-2-1003, DATED NOVEMBER 30, 2013 FOR NAVIGATION AND DREDGING SUPPORT
SURVEYS.

2. HORIZONTAL REFERENCE-NAD 83, NEW JERSEY STATE PLANE, ZONE 2900, U.S. FOOT.

3. VERTICAL REFERENCE-MEAN LOWER LOW WATER WHICH IS 2.98' BELOW NAVD88

4. GEOID 09 AND NOAA TIDAL EPOCH: 1983-2001 WERE USED. SOUNDINGS ARE EXPRESSED IN FEET
AND TENTHS AND REFER TO MEAN LOWER LOW WATER.

5. CONTOURS WERE GENERATED USING THE MINIMUM DEPTH WITHIN SEARCH RADIUS OF 18'.

6. HYPACK INC. SOFTWARE WAS USED TO PERFORM THE SOUNDING SELECTION AND CONTOUR
GENERATION.

7. THIS INFORMATION DEPICTED ON THIS MAP REPRESENTS THE RESULTS OF SURVEYS MADE ON THE
DATES INDICATED AND CAN ONLY BE CONSIDERED AS INDICATING THE GENERAL CONDITIONS
EXISTING AT THE TIME.

8. POSITIONS OF THE AIDS TO NAVIGATION ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATION ONLY, AND SHOULD
NOT BE USED FOR NAVIGATION.

9. THE LIMITS OF THE FEDERAL CHANNEL DEPICT THE MOST CURRENT CHANNEL.

10. BASE MAPPING LINEWORK OR ORTHOPHOTOGRAPHY HAS BEEN COMPILED FROM A VARIETY OF
SOURCES AND DATES AND IS INTENDED TO PORTRAY GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SHORELINE
AND OTHER FEATURES TEMPORAL CHANGES MAY HAVE OCCURED SINCE THIS DATA SET WAS
COLLECTED AND SOME PARTS OF THE DATA MAY NO LONGER BE AN ACCURATE REPRESENTATION
OF THE SURFACE CONDITIONS.

11. HYDRO DATA AND DRAWING BACKGROUND TAKEN FROM U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
DRAWING NUMBER E-WH-08.

 S I T E   P L A N

SCALE: 1" = 200'

NGVD (1929 ADJUSTED) ELEV O.O

2.
98

'

MEAN LOWER LOW WATER
(M.L.L.W.)
ELEV. -2.98'

S. T. HUDSON ENGINEERS, INC.

''Drawings issued in electronic form are provided for the convenience of the recipient and are used
at the sole risk of the user.  Reliance may be placed only on hard copies of drawings issued by
S.T. Hudson Engineers. in the event of any discrepancy, the hard copy will govern.''
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