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Public Notice No.
Date
CENAP-OP-R-2015-0802-65
1B

Application No.

Wanamaker Building
100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390
ATTN: CENAP-OP-R

File No.

In Reply Refer to:
REGULATORY BRANCH
2B

This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1344).
The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and recommendations from the public concerning
issuance of a Department of the Army permit for the work described below.
APPLICANT:

Mr. Thomas Hutchins
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company L.L.C.
1001 Louisiana Street
Suite 1000
Houston, Texas 77002-5089

AGENT:

Ms. Robin Dingle
Tetra Tech, Inc.
2012E Delabole Road
Pen Argyl, Pennsylvania 18072

WATERWAY: See Attachment 1: Tables 1 and 2 Wetlands and Waterways Resources and
Attachment 2: Project Area Impacts.
LOCATION:

See Attachment 3: Location Maps.
Proposed Pipeline Facilities of the Orion Project
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-2Loop 322 will consist of the construction of the Orion pipeline between mile posts 0.00 and 8.23,
just east of Honesdale Pennsylvania and ending at Compressor Station (CS) 323. The looping consists
of 8.23 miles of 36-inch pipeline parallel to the existing Tennessee Gas Pipeline 300 line in Berlin,
Palmyra, Texas and Lackawaxen Townships in Wayne and Pike Counties in Pennsylvania.
Loop 323 will consist of the construction of the Orion pipeline between mile posts 8.23 and 12.91,
from CS 323 just east of State Route 590. The looping consists of 4.68 miles of 36 inch pipeline
parallel to the existing Tennessee Gas Pipeline Northeast Upgrade 300 line in Lackawaxen Township
Pike County in Pennsylvania.
The project will include 17 temporary access roads, two (2) permanent access roads, ten (10)
contractor, pipe yards and four (4) potential hydrostatic test water withdrawal sites.
ACTIVITY: The Tennessee Gas Pipe Line Company (TGP) has submitted a Department of the
Army permit application for wetland and waterway crossings associated with the TGP Orion Project
(Orion) in Pennsylvania. The project is eligible for twenty one (21) Pennsylvania State Permit General
Permit 4’s (PASPGP-4) and an Individual Permit for the remaining ineligible crossings as is
summarized on Attachment 2 Project Area Impacts. Orion would consist of the following: 1)
Installation of approximately 12.91 miles of 36-inch diameter pipeline, consisting of two separate
loops located within and/or adjacent to the right-of-way (ROW) associated with the existing Tennessee
Gas 300 line facilities, 2) a new pig launcher at the beginning of Loop 322 and a new pig receiver at
the end of Loop 323, 3) crossover and connecting facilities to both existing Tennessee Lines 300-1
(24-inch) and 300-2 (30-inch) at the launcher and receiver sites, and 4) rewheel/restage Compressor
2A at CS 323 to accommodate increased volumes and changes in station suction pressures.
During design of the Orion Project, TGP attempted to avoid and minimize wetland and waterbody
impacts that would result from the construction and installation of the Project. Permanent impacts to
wetlands (in the form of permanent conversion of forested and scrub shrub wetlands to emergent
wetland type) that could not be avoided will be mitigated through wetland restoration and
enhancement. The only permanent fill of wetlands or waterbodies associated with the Project will be
the backfilling of the trench.
Avoidance and Minimization provided by the applicant:
Tennessee plans to construct and install the Orion Project, consisting of Loop 322 and Loop 323,
within and adjacent to its existing 300 Line in Wayne and Pike Counties, Pennsylvania. Tennessee
plans to co-locate the new pipeline loops with Tennessee's existing 300 Line at a typical 25-foot offset
from either the 300-1 Line or the 300-2 Line and a typical 25 foot offset from a Pennsylvania Power
and Light (PPL) permanent powerline ROW, as applicable. Tennessee also considered different route
alternatives and variations in accordance with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s
(Commission) guidelines set forth in 18 CFR Section 380.15. However, co-locating the new pipeline
loops within and adjacent to the existing 300 Line will lessen environmental impacts by reducing the
amount of clearing required in currently undisturbed lands, including wetlands and waterbodies, during
construction. Furthermore, to minimize and avoid impacts, the temporary construction workspace
within wetlands has been reduced to a 75-foot corridor (as compared to the typical 110-foot

-3construction workspace in upland areas). All temporary workspace will be restored following
completion of the Project and allowed to revert to pre-construction conditions. However, a 10-footwide corridor centered on the loops will be maintained in an herbaceous state to allow routine
operation/maintenance along the permanent ROW, and trees within 15 feet of the loops that are greater
than 15 feet in height may be selectively cut.
Tennessee’s proposed construction procedures are designed to ensure that potential impacts at all
waterbody crossings are minimized to the maximum extent practicable. Tennessee will adhere to the
Draft Orion Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures (Procedures), as well as
the Draft Orion Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan (Plan). Tennessee
would implement procedures and waterbody protection measures such as: only crossing the streams
within approved construction windows to protect spawning fish, limiting the duration of a stream
crossing by preparing either side of the stream prior to construction of the actual crossing, preserving
as much of riparian buffer as possible, and maintaining stream flow at all waterbody crossings.
Tennessee proposes to cross all waterbodies using dry crossing methods in order to maintain
downstream flow rate. However, the Lackawaxen River will be crossed utilizing a dry PortaDam
crossing with an open cut contingency. Other exceptions to the dry crossing method may be necessary
when a stream is located in a saturated wetland in which flow cannot be contained and an open-cut
method is necessary. Temporary equipment bridges will be installed and maintained throughout
construction in accordance with permit conditions/requirements. After the completion of construction,
streambeds will be restored to their former elevations and grades, and all material or obstructions
resulting from or used temporarily during construction of the pipeline will be removed to prevent
interference with normal water flow and use. Following pipeline installation and streambed
restoration, all stream banks will be restored and stabilized/re-vegetated to prevent subsequent erosion,
in accordance with permit requirements.
Tennessee will ensure that construction related impacts to wetlands are kept to a minimum by
stabilizing the working side of the wetland with timber matts or other stabilization methods, and
restricting equipment access in wetlands to machinery needed for actual pipeline installation
Maintaining a 100 foot buffer in which there will be no refueling or maintenance of equipment near the
wetland or within the wetland (unless otherwise monitored by an environmental inspector), limiting the
amount of vegetation clearing as much as possible, and retaining all trench spoil within the right of
way limits by using applicable BMPs. Other wetland crossing procedures that Tennessee will adhere
to include: minimizing vegetation disturbance and leaving root systems intact where possible;
segregating the top 12 inches of topsoil from the trenchline (in non-saturated wetlands) and replacing it
on top of the trench following construction to maintain the natural seed bank to the extent possible;
installing sediment barriers at the edge of all wetlands until upslope revegetation is completed; and,
installing permanent slope breakers at the base of all slopes adjacent to wetlands to maintain wetland
hydrology. Preconstruction wetland conditions will be restored to the extent possible, and the areas
will stabilized and revegetated in accordance with the permit requirements. Specifically, wetland
contours will be restored and wetlands will be seeded with a native wetland seed mix (as per permit
conditions), including tree and shrub species that will be applied in scrub-shrub and forested areas as
per permit conditions.

-4Compensatory Mitigation
All temporary wetland and waterbody impacts will be restored and allowed to revert to their
preconstruction conditions. Upon completion of construction, topsoil, contours and drainage patterns
will be restored as near as possible to pre-construction conditions.
The only permanent fill of wetlands or waterbodies will be associated with the backfill of the
trench. Construction of the pipeline loops will result in the permanent conversion of approximately 2.7
acres of palustrine forested and scrub-shrub wetlands to emergent wetlands. This 2.7 acres includes
impacts to previously restored forested and scrub shrub wetland areas that were temporarily impacted
as a result of the 300/NEUP Pipeline Projects and that will now be permanently converted. To
mitigate for these permanent impacts related to forested and scrub shrub wetland conversion, TGP will
provide off-site mitigation that includes wetland restoration, enhancement and preservation. The
mitigation area will be preserved in perpetuity and protected from any future development or impact
through execution of a deed restriction. A site known as Lackawaxen Creek Restoration Site located
Clinton Township, Wayne County, has been selected by TGP to address these permanent conversion
impacts. Wetland mitigation plans have been submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
review for this site, Attachment 4.
PURPOSE: The applicants stated purpose is to construct and operate the Orion Pipeline Project in
order to provide an additional 135,000 dekatherms per day (dt/day) of additional firm natural gas
transportation capacity on TGP’s pipeline system from the Gibson receipt point in Wayne County to
the Milford delivery point in Pike County. The facilities required to provide this service include
approximately 12.91 miles of 36-inch diameter pipeline looping, new pig launcher and receiver,
crossover and connection facilities to both the 300-1 and 300-2 launcher and receiver sites,
rewheel/restage of Compressor 2A at CS 323 to accommodate increased volumes and suction
pressures and minor modification at existing CS 323. Construction is set to begin in September 2018,
and facilities would go in to service June 1, 2018.
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the activity's probable
impact including its cumulative impacts on the public interest. The decision will reflect the national
concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits which reasonably may
be expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.
All factors which may be relevant to the work will be considered including the cumulative effects
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns,
wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use,
navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality,
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs and welfare of the people. A
Department of the Army permit will be granted unless the District Engineer determines that it would
be contrary to the public interest.
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts
of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to
determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this

-5decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments
are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine
the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.
Comments on the proposed work should be submitted, in writing, within 30 days to the District
Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn
Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390.
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead Federal agency for this project and
is addressing all related work as part of their review. FERC’s Docket Number for this proposal is
CP16-4. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District is a cooperating agency in the
development of the FERC’s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document.
Pursuant to Section 106 of National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended with
implementing regulations established in 33 CFR 325, Appendix C, the Corps of Engineers Cultural
Resource Specialist/Tribal Liaison, in consultation with FERC, the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission, serving as the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the Tribes and other
consulting parties, is considering the proposed undertaking’s effects on resources eligible for or listed
on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the
Sustainable Fisheries Act 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult with the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or
undertaken by the agency that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). It has been
determined that the proposed project does not occur within any EFH, or jurisdiction of NMFS
protected species.
Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C.1531), the applicant initiated
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in a letter dated April 3, 2015. The
Corps in consultation with the FERC, and the USFWS have determined that the Orion project is within
the range of the Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis), and the Northern Long Eared Bat (Myotis
septentrionalis), both listed as federally endangered species. The Corps as well as the FERC and the
applicant are in continued informal consultation with the USFWS to determine the proposed impacts to
the listed species.
In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality Certificate is necessary
from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection where the work is located. Any
comments concerning the work described above which relate to Water Quality considerations should
be sent to this office with a copy to the State.
The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

-6Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer, within the comment period specified
in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a public hearing
shall state in writing, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.
If you have any general questions, questions pertaining to impacts and/or need to see more detailed
construction plans please contact:
Ms. Elaine J. Moyer at (570) 842-1044, or by E-mail at: elaine.j.moyer@usace.army.mil for the
proposed project.

Samuel L. Reynolds
Acting Chief, Regulatory Branch

